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Entertaining Angelst e !Yarlin!Review

by'le Rev David C. Killeen

told me that he had come to have lunch in the caf!

and was very impressed by the 2Entertaining
Angels® banner (see photo) hung in Alfriend Hall. He loved
the design and the message . He described how the banner
and the warm welcome that he received in the caf! made
his day.

Q t an interfaith clergy meeting recently, a colleague

meeting and by the Daughters of the King.
- THE WELcoMmE TaBLE : We now have a dedicated welcome

table staffed by lay leaders in Alfriend Hall after the 9am

and 11:15am services. Newcomers are directed to the table

by attractive banners and signs with the theme: 2Welcome

to St. John's. Come and Grow with Us. °© Guests can pick-up

information at the table , but more importantly, they can
speak directly with someone who can an-

Entataining Angdsin 2011
A Yeor o Christian Hospitality
. Johnls Episoopal Church

*Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing
that some have ertertained angels without knowing it.e .

swer their questions and direct them to the
right resources .

e . NEwcoMER PACKETs: The envelopes of
information about St. John's have been
completely re-designed. The new version is
more user-friendly, and the graphic design
is excellent.

- WorsHIP BuLLETINS : Our new bulletins
contain most of the service on one-sheet of
paper. This makes it much easier for those

(Hebrews 13:2

Christian hospitality and welcome can change lives and
help people grow closer to God. As I've shared in several
settings, it was an usher's invitation to attend a worship
service that motivated me to come back to church after a
ahiatus® during my college years . His simple invitation,
and his effort to show me around and make me feel com-
fortable at the parish, made a big difference in my own
journey of faith. His invitation helped me ® nd a spiritual
home where | could be nourished and strengthened by the
riches of God's grace.

Back in January , during our annual meeting , we decided
as a parish to make Christian hospitality and welcome
our 2011 theme . We all made the commitment to invite at
least three individuals or families to experience St. John's
whether it was to worship, to have lunch in the caf!, or to
attend a concert or other event. Now , 11 months into the
year, all that | can say is thank you" Thank you for honor-
ing your commitment, because we have seen a bump in
newcomers at St. John's , as well as in Sunday attendance .
As of August, we had seen a 10 percent increase in atten-
dance over 2010. | will update you with year-end numbers
in January.

As important as numbers are , we can't forget that the
primary reason for welcoming newcomers and showing hos-
pitality to others is to @respect the dignity of every human
being,° to borrow from our baptismal vows . Ultimately, we
receive guests not to grow the church, but because we are
called by God to look for the face of Christ in every person.

After the annual meeting, | taughta  Wednesday-night
class on the Biblical and theological foundations of Chris-
tian hospitality. ~After the class was over, we decided to con-
tinue the course , but change the focus. In the second phase ,
we applied what we learned to St. John's . Here are just a
few of the changes that grew out of those discuss ions:

- Praver: What could be more important? Newcomers
are now prayed for by name by the vestry during every

who are not familiar with our liturgy to fol-
low the service . | have heard strong positive
feedback on the bulletins from newcomers, as well as from
long-time parish member s.

e - Newcomer 101 ctass AND WELCOMING OF NEWCOMERS
LiTurcy : Alternating between Wednesday evenings and
Sunday mornings , the Newcomer 101 class will be held
approximately four times per year . Led by the clergy and
lay leaders, it is designed to give newcomers a three-week
introduction to St. John's and the Episcopal Church. At
the conclusion of each class, participants are invited to

be publicly recognized during a Welcoming of Newcomers
liturgy during a Sunday service.

I am very proud of the good work that has been done
this past year by so many dedicated lay leaders. The above
list is a good reminder that focusing our energies on a pa -
ticular theme like Christian hospitality can lead to new
and exciting ministries.

Next year, I'd like to build on the above successes . For
example, we will need to re-design the St. John's websi te in
2012. Our current website has served us well, butit' s time
to re-think our site through the eyes of visitors . Nowadays,
most people who move to Tallahassee will go 2church shop-
ping® on-line before they visit in person on Sundays .My
hope is that we can work towards creating a websit e that
draws in newcomers and inspires our current members.

Websites and technology are crucial for spreading the
Gospel, but | believe that there is no substitute for a per-
sonal welcome. If a new individual or family moves to your
neighborhood, invite them to St. John' s. The clergy are
always ready and willing to go out and visit newcomers
and bless their homes . The brief house-blessing liturgy is
very moving and helps people new to Tallahassee feel like
they are at home right a way.

I will announce our 2012 theme soon, but don't forget
about Christian hospitality and welcome . Keep on 2Enter-
taining Angels® Remember that a simple invitation can
change someone's life.
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Visioning theVineyad: Your Voice Matters

byDennis Howard anteresa Jackson, Co-chairategt Planning Committee

tﬁe Vine arc( he purpose of St. John's strategic planning process ,2Visioning the Vineyard?is
to discern as a parish family where God is calling our church to grow in the next

®ve years. Fundamentally, strategic planning is about planning today for what God
S wants to see in our future . We have assembled a strong committee of parishioners to
U L help with t he planning process (they'll be commissioned in worship services on  Sunday,
December 18) and have begun working under the guidance of a very gifted consul tant.
A parish forum is planned on January 8 between the 9 a.m. and 11:15a.m.  services to explain the framework of the plan-
ning process and opportunities for parishioner engagement. Our goal is to complete the planning process by next summer ,
so that plan implementation can begin in the fall.

Right now we need your help to ensure that our Visioning effort gets off on the right foot. First, please pray for God's
guidance as we all strive to understand His plans for St. John's . Second, we solicit your individual thoughts about what
St. John's has come to mean to you and your vision of what it could grow to mean in the future . To learn your views, the
Visioning the Vin eyard team will be asking all youth and adult parishioners, vestry, staff , and clergy to respond to a
parish-wide survey in December . We're designing a survey that should onl y take 10 mi nutes to complete and anonymo us-
ly submit, and we'll make it available for response via an easy to use 2Survey Monkey® form on the Internet or through
paper copy to be distributed to those lacking computer access . The survey is vital, as it will give our planning team a foun-
dational sense of the parish's thinking and dreams , and will help us form questions for future discussions with the e ntire

parish.
So please, lift up those prayers and be sure to ®Il out a survey when it becomes available later this month. Both a re
vitally important to build on St. John's rich tradition of worship, service to others, and honoring God in all we do .

Special Clergy-led Adent Teaching Series At Arewécome

byAdult Education/Spiritual Formation Commission

t's time for us to prepare for Christmas" Father Dave, Mother Abi, and Mother Teri will facilitate a three-part Advent

series to help enrich our outlook as we journey to Christmas

This special series, entitled 2Advent Through the Eyes of Those Who Waited,° will start on December 4 after the 9 a.m.
service and will continue on December 11 and 18. The series begins with the prophets in the book of Isaiah presenting
us with the idea of waiting and preparing for the Messiah B our work f or Advent. Next, we meet John the Baptist who
announces the coming of Jesus and then we re” ect on the patience and courage of Mary , mother of Jesus. Finally we
learn from Elizabeth how to accept blessings that we have been waiting for so long that they are no longer expected.

We'll all gather in Alfriend Hall for breakfast prior to the presentations. Please plan to attend B and bring a friend or
two. All are welcome.

Feeing Blue or Alondi s Christmas Season?

t. John's is offering 2A Christmas-time Service of Comfort and Healing® on Dec . 23 at 6 p.m. in the Chapel.
This quiet, meditative service of Holy Communion is offered for those who are experiencing this Christmas season
through a veil of loss , be it of a loved one, or a broken relationship, unemployment, poor health, loneliness , or insecurity.

Sunday, December 4, 2011
Organ Recital — 6:30 p.m.

Service — 7 p.m.

Dessert Reception/Childcare Provided

Formore information, call 222-3, ext. 20, or
email Betsy@saint-john.org
www.saint-john.org
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Financial Update

byJery McDanie| Chair, Finance Committee
L ooking at our ®nancial statement at the end of October, three things seem to jump off the page”
First, actual expenses year-to-date of $1,034,671.20 exceed actual revenue of $938,507.53 by $96,163.67.

Second, given a tight budget and good expense control by the church staff |, as well as committee and commission lead-
ers, we are actually under budget in expenses by $36,810.61.

Third, but most disappointing , is that to date we are behind our budgeted revenue goal by $52,800.90.

Given that November and December are historically higher than average revenue months (parishioners funding cu r-
rent year pledges, others funding next year's pledge , and higher church attendance around the holiday season), we are
hoping to ®nish 2011 with a balanced budget.

We are grateful for your ®nancial support of St. John's to date , but it is important that we ful® Il our pledge commit-
ments for 2011 prior to the end of the year so that the ministries of the church can continue to grow and expand.

Please consider St. John's in your holiday giving.

le VillageSquarepresents FAI TH, FOOD, FRIDA'Y

Improbable conversations for people of faith and no faith at all (because talking politics wasn't hard enough).

—

The Re. Fran Buhler, The Re. Dave Killeen, Pagor Darrick McGhee, Rabbi Jack Romberg,
Frst Bap! st Church St John’s Episcopal Church ~ Bible Based Church Temple Israel

Fridays from noon - 1 p.m.

Lunch seed beginning at 11:30

December 9 _ Februar|\:/3
| e December Dilemma Fath, Football, Tebow
January 13 o March 2
Spritual But Not Religious Fath & Science
April 20
Al prograrms at Morality & Faith

First Baptist Church, 108W. College Avenue
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Classical Guitar Duo Concert
Sunday, December 11 at 3 p.m.

byBetsy Calhoun, Director of Music
F ounded at the Florida State Uni-
versity in 2007, Duo 220 has
quickly established itself as one of the
most exciting young guitar ensembles
in the United States toda y. Wit h per-
formances across the United States
and in the United Kingdom, guitarists
Andrew Stroud and Adam Larison
have received enthusiastic responses
from audiences and criti cs alike in
such diverse venues as the Sierra
Nevada Guitar Soci ety (Reno, NV),
the Corsham Arts Festival (Corsham,
Organ Recital was this guy UK), Wgstminster U.niver_sity (London, UK), Chipola College (Marianna, FL), and
the Florida State University (Tallahassee , FL).
(or gal) Whgn th@allahassee About one of their performances , Larry A ynesmith of the Sierra Nevada Classical
AGO hosted its second annual gyitar Society wrote: 2T heir tec hnique and musicianship were extraord inary. High-
redtal in the sanctuary on |ights of the performance inc luded a memorable rendering of the J.S. Bach Concerto
October 28. inE Minor ,BWV 974, and selections from Summer Garden Suite by S!rgio  Assad. For
an evening of re®ned and moving c lassical guitar performance , Duo 220 is highly
recommended. Our audience agreed and ga ve them a standing ovation. ° As an en-
semble, Duo 220 has studied with s ome of the most respected guitar pedagogues in
the US, including Professor Bruce Holzman, and received a highly transforma tive
series of coachings from Sl!rgio Assad of the Assad Duo in 2008. Duo 220 strives to
create programs that are new , fresh and accessible through a mixture of both stan-
dards and lesser -known works in the guitar duo repertoire , inventive and effecti ve
transcriptions , and newly commissioned work s by young composers, with an emphasis
on reaching as broad an audience as possible .

Attending the Spoktacular

wid At 14 : &3 ! - -
L = a § ":‘ 4 %
P =en QH

St. John’s staff recently helped prepare Thanksgiving dinners at Echo’s Outreach Ministries’ warehouse.
Echo seeks to help Inancially strapped and many times homeless Tallahassee residents

and families seek assistance for their most basic needs. If you would like to contribute or volunteer,
contact Jon Hinkle: (850) 224-3267, ext. 205 or email donations@echotally.org.
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St. Johrs Market

bySusanne Murphy and Laurye Mg3sehairs

hat a blessing it was to work with friends, do good things and have fun all at the same time" St. John's Market

was a success not only in the funds it raised, but also in the fellowship it created. The Preview Party sold over 160
tickets; the Silent Auction earned a record amount; the Man's Cave was an inspired addition; and the booths that make
an appearance year after year were all beautifully decorated and great moneymakers. God truly blessed St John's"

So many people came together to make this Market memorable , many starting their work in the early summer . But
that's what makes St John's Market so special. We make the Sock Monkeys; we make the jellies, jams, and even the
wine" It's our gift to the community . And the gift doesn't end with what we sell. Left-over books were given to Grace
Mission and to soldiers deployed around the world. Clothes were given to Goodwill and the unsold plants were donated
to TMH for their Cancer Center's Healing Garden. Nothing went to waste.

Thanks to all who worked, shopped, and supported the Market in any w  ay. Preliminary reports show this may be our
most pro®table year ever and that doesn't happen by accident. It takes a lot of hard work and prayer"

Bl essings to you all,

Friday
Night
Market
Preview
Party

Market Day, Novenber19, 2011
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Baptizeddn"Surday8" Novenber" 63s" #ft8'Eleanor”

Olivia"Blalock3"daughter" of" Adam"and" Jen
Blalock;ard"7right8"John"&cH Childs3"'son"of"Davig
and"Lizbeth"Child§Also"baptized"that"gabut"not"
pictured3s"Mia"Lee"Toled®'ganddaughter”of'Doug
and"Cindy"Sessions.

Prison Ministry at theNakulla
Correctional Institution

byDonna \irnelson
his past summer, the Rev. Allison DeFoor sent an email

I to all of the St. John's Eucharistic Ministers . In that

email, he requested our assistance with the two Sun-
day morning Episcopal worship services atthe Wakulla Cor-
rectional Institution. | volunteered, began helping in mid-July ,
and have been going every Sunday since then. It is such a joy
to worship with the inmates there . They seem genuinely ap-
preciative of our consistent presence each Sunday.

One Sunday when F ather Allison was out of town, we had
Morning Prayers in lieu of the regular worship services . On
another Sunday when Father Allison was a way, we renewed
our baptismal vows and | was able to take Holy Eucharist to
the inmates. Mother Abi consecrated the elements before they
were taken to the prison. St. John's has provided a beautiful
chalice for us to use made of olive wood. The men have been
very appreciative of that.

Two of the inmates recently requested Holy Bibles contain-
ing the Apocrypha. | discussed this with Father Dave and he
agreed that St. John's would provide the Bibles to these men.
The recipients were very grateful to receive them. They were
told that the Bibles were gifts from St. John's

Each Sunday when | attend the two Episcopal worship ser-
vices at the Wakulla Correctional Institution, | see glimpses
of hope and healing in the faces of many of the inmates .1
ask each of you to pray regularly for the staff and inmates at
the Wakulla Correctional Institution. This is an important
outreach ministry . If any of you feel called to this ministry
please contact me. Participating in this ministry is a continu-
ous reminder to me of the great need that we all have for the
presence of mercy, justice, and compassion in our lives .

ffer

MERRY CHRISTMAS

from

Open Saturdays 10-2 p.m.
During December

Monday-Friday 10-4 P.M. Sunday 9-]
131 N. Calhoun Street Tallahassee,
32301
Phone (850) 222-8814
Bookstore@ Saint-John.org

Advent Calendars and
Candles, Books, Gifts, and
Much More
Come visit us!

A Ministry of St. John's Episcopal Church

S

D

| P.M.
FL
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All Saints' Sunday

On All Saints' SundayNovenmber 6, after the
11:15 a.m. servig¢he congregation went to

St. Johrs Cemetery with a bagpiper accompaning
the procession. At the cemetea service of
commemoration was held.
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Veterans' Day

St. Johrsopened its doors tdeterans' Day
parade-goers for tours, scones, eg"and hot
chowlate with donations going to th&ounded
Warrior Project. Later that dgyhe Novenber
Senor Luncheon honored our veterans. Many
shared items from military friends and family in
a display of photos, manuals, insignia, and a log
and prayer bok.
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Memorial Win dow for Dr. W. H. Carter
byVirginia Pekins
ocated near the altar on the north wall of the church is a window dedicated to the
memory of Dr. William. H. Carter , who served St. John's as rector from 1879-1907. The
window contains the design of the Agnus Dei, the Lamb of God. Dr. Carter's arrival followed
the disastrous ®re that destroyed the ®rst St. John's structure and the resignation of the
priest who was serving at the time of the ®re. He was offered $75 a month as his salary
and he took less than 24 hours to make up his mind. Coming from a parish in Passaic ~ , New
Jersey, to Florida, this Brooklyn born, Yale educated man faced a drastic cultural change
when he arrived in Florida. Described as a 2man for all seasons ,° he was just as comfortable
in ®ne drawing rooms as in weeding a ower garden and made it his business to attend all
activities which involved his “ock. In those days these events included inaugural balls and
parades, cane grindings and sorghum boilings , chess games and archery contests, musicales
in private homes, and readings by itinerant elocutionists

The Reverend Doctor Carter kept a diary in which he recorded his daily activities . Some
examples from the diary include dining at Governor ~ Walker's, tea with Mr. George Lewis,
breakfast at Dr . Betton's, and a long ride with Mr . Winthrop to one of his plantations. It was
a common occurrence for him to have daily meals and tea at the home of his parishioners

Dr. Carter had a wife and children, but they did not accompany him to his charge in Tal-
lahassee but remained at their home in Holly Hill, Florida. So for the entire 28 years spent
serving this parish, he was free to devote all of his time to St. John's . The family did visit
back and forth, but Dr. Carter depended on his church members not only for his meals but
also for care in their homes when he was sick.

It was during Dr . Carter's tenure that the new church building was begun and completed. He was very well respected
in the diocese for his work in establishing new mission churches including St. Michael's and All Angels , here in Talla-
hassee. Described as a man of @brilliant intellect,® his sermons always carried the dominant theme of love and charity
for all.

Dr. Carter died in 1907 after being ill for only about 10 days. For three days his body lay in state within the chancel
facing the altar. He was buried in St. John's Cemetery on December 31, 1907. In addition to the stained glass window ,a
brass litany desk and Carter Chapel were named in his memory

[For more about Dr . Carter and this very interesting period in St. John's history , please seeGod Willing by Carl Stauffer.]

Fran'sBest Loved Recipes

Parish favorites from Fran Doxsee,Culinary Director  of The Lively Caf" at St. John's

Fran'sClassic Eggnog

Servings: 12 to 15 (Thi s recipe will taste good the next day + if you are lucky enough to have any left!)

12 large eggs, separated (separate while cold)
2 cups sugar

3 tablespoons vanilla extract

2 1/2 cups quality bourbon

2/3 cup quality brandy

4 cups milk

2 cups well-chilled heavy cream

Freshly grated nutmeg

- Allow yolks and whites to reach room temperature. - F old beaten egg whites into yolk mixture.

- Beat yolks in an electric mixer until pale yellow. - Whip cream until soft peaks form and fold into yolk mix-

- Beat in sugar, 2 tablespoons at a time , until all sugar ture.

is added and mixture is thick. - Chill eggnog for 3 to 5 hours.

- U sing a hand-held whisk, add vanilla extract, bourbon, - S tir gently before serving and sprinkle with freshly grated
brandy and milk. nutmeg.

- P our into a large bowl.
- In a separate mixing bowl, beat egg whites until soft
peaks form.
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Transitions

Baptisms:
Mia"LeeToledo3"granddaughter"of'Doug"and"

" Cindy"Sessions
Eleanor"Olivia"Blalock3'infant"daughter"of'Adam"and"
" Janifer"Blalock

John"BacH Childs3"infant"son"of'David"and"

" Lizbeth"Childs

Tra nsfers:
Susan"Jones3'Eastern”"Shore"Chapel3"
" Virginia"Beah3vA

Outside the St.
John’s Bookstore
on a city light pole,
these were very
busy bees, and so
was the bookstore
staff preparing for
the holidays.

Photo taken Nov. 21.
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