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CHRISTIAN FORMATION 
Vestry Liaisons: John Crusoe & Kathy Willis 

 
CHILDREN 
This has been an exciting and eventful year for our fifty-one children enrolled in pre-K 3 through fifth grade.  
 
Highlights have included: 
ι Weekly ChildrenÕs Chapel 
ι Monthly music in the choir room with Betsy Calhoun 
ι New rotation program developed by Mary Byrd Sims for grades 2-5 that features drama, art, lessons and storytelling 
ι Wednesday night Godly Play class with Sonya Sowards 
ι First Grade Festal Eucharist with reception 
ι Another successful Vacation Bible School directed by Beth DuMond 
 
 
Many special events were coordinated by Cathy Shields: 
 Easter Egg Hunt 
 Teacher Appreciation Party 
 Welcome Back Family Swimming Party/Picnic  
 Crafts for St. JohnÕs Market 
 Advent wreath making 
 Christmas caroling with cookies and cocoa 
 
In November, Cheri Apthorp, Mary Call Proctor, and Jane Watson began preparations for the Epiphany Pageant for pre-K 3 through fifth graders that 
took place on January 6.   
 
ADULTS  

The adult Christian Formation program offers a wide variety of opportunities for Christian growth and fellowship: Wednesday night classes, 
mid-week Bible studies, Inquiry 501, Centering Prayer, Cursillo, Daughters of the King, and Education for Ministry.   
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MUSIC & WORSHIP 
Vestry Liaisons: Jonette Sawyer & Mahaska Whitley 

 
The 2007 worship schedule was full and varied and required the commitment and cooperation of more than 150 people each Sunday.  The following 
Music and Worship Commission ministries offered their gifts of love and service to God and to our parish:  Acolytes, Altar Guild, Brass Polishers, 
Choirs, Flower Committee, Funeral Committee, Eucharistic Ministers, Tower Bellringers, Ushers, Vergers, Wedding Committee and Youth Lectors. 
 
Significant events in our worship life included Eucharistic Services, Baptisms, Confirmations, Reaffirmations, Receptions, Marriages, and Funerals. 
Other services sung were Thanksgiving, Advent Lessons and Carols, Choral Evensongs, Christmas Eve, Epiphany Pageant, Holy Week, Great Vigil 
of Easter, Easter Day, and Pentecost. 
 
St. JohnÕs Choirs (Adult, Junior Boy, Junior Girl, Senior Girl, and Beginning) are based on the Royal School of Church Music (RSCM), and several 
choir members attended the RSCM Charlotte Course in June, 2007. 
 
In 2007, over 15 concerts and recitals were held at St. JohnÕs and involved various ensembles and recitalists from Tallahassee and other cities.  St. 
JohnÕs also hosted the 2007 Church Music Conference which featured a Hymn Festival. 
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OUTREACH 
Vestry Liaisons: Jim Apthorp & Mary Call Proctor 

      
In 2007, outreach was an important part of our parish life at St. JohnÕs.  In addition to financial support, St. JohnÕs outreach ministries also receive 
your generous commitments of time and talent.  Beyond the outreach budget ($59,450 in 2007) that is part of the general fund budget of the church, 
parishioners also provided the contributions listed below to assist those less fortunate in our community, in Mississippi, Cuba and Peru. 
 

ECHO    1,329.32  
Big Bend Hospice (St. JohnÕs Market)    1,945.00  
Compass Rose    2,086.25  
Crop Walk    2,255.00  
Cuba Mission  20,140.09  
Diocese of Cuba    2,720.00  
Diocese of Peru    1,542.00  
Grace Mission    3,274.84  
Habitat     6,815.44  
Hardison Home       170.00  
Refuge House (St. JohnÕs Market)    1,945.00  
Second Harvest of the Big Bend (Market)    1,945.00  
St. Patrick's (Mississippi)    7,243.59  
Tallahassee Equality Action Ministry       900.00  
United Thank Offering    1,343.96  

TOTAL  55,655.49  
 
St. JohnÕs also collects food each week for ECHO, helps provide holiday Meals on Wheels, and supports the children of Grace Mission with gifts 
from the Angel Tree at Christmas.  St. JohnÕs parishioners helped to write a UTO grant proposal that secured $17,325 to refurbish Grace MissionÕs 
kitchen.  This report reflects far more than financial support.  It confirms the commitment of time and talent given by the clergy, lay leadership, and 
parishioners of St. JohnÕs, as we work together to make a difference in the lives of others. 
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PARISH LIFE 
Vestry Liaisons: Kathy Reeves, 

Mahaska Whitley, & Kathy Willis 
 

St. JohnÕs parish life was vibrant and busy during 2007.  Social activities included: 

Χ Fat Tuesday celebration with a traditional New Orleans supper and ÒFolliesÓ entertainment 
Χ Young singles dinner events 
Χ Newcomer get-togethers 
Χ Two Confirmation receptions 
Χ Easter Sunday sunrise breakfast 
Χ Sunday School reception for teachers 
Χ Baccalaureate reception 
Χ Family picnic at Goodwood on FatherÕs Day 
Χ Surprise wedding reception dinner for Father Melvin and Susan 
Χ Advent Lessons and Carols dessert reception 
Χ Christmas caroling 
Χ Blessing of the animals celebration 
Χ Thanksgiving dinner 

 

In addition, hundreds of volunteers participated in activities and ministries within the church.  Following is a sampling of those: 

 
ι Greeters welcomed parishioners and newcomers on Sundays. 
ι The St. JohnÕs website underwent a major facelift this year.    
ι The womenÕs Circles helped with the Market, Angel Ministry, and many other activities. 
ι The Banner guild made baptism banners throughout the year. 
ι The Senior Luncheons occurred monthly during the academic year with lively entertainment and speakers. 
ι Rally Day showcased the many ministries of St. JohnÕs. 
ι The church directory was completed and distributed.  
ι Youth and their parents hosted first-Sunday-of- the-month breakfasts, supporting youth ministry.      
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PASTORAL CARE 
Vestry Liaisons: Susan Cassedy & Mary Call Proctor 

 
During 2007, Pastoral Care was provided to parishioners, their families and friends by the following lay ministries: 
 
Angel Ministry 
Card Ministry 
Eucharistic Visitors 
Flower Delivery 

Funeral Receptions 
Parish Visitors 
Stephen Ministers  
Westminister Oaks 

 
A new addition to Lay Ministry resulted from St. JohnÕs purchase of a van to transport older parishioners to Sunday services and other church 
activities.  By the end of December, the van was bringing an average of six persons from Westminster Oaks to church each Sunday. 
 

PROPERTY 
Vestry Liaisons: Brett Shields & Francis Watson 

 
The year 2007 was a busy one for those engaged in property management.  Lindsay Hardy has been very industrious, supervising the Sextons, 
maintaining all of the equipment, overseeing day-to-day operations and subcontractors doing odd jobs. Some of our major accomplishments were: 
 
Χ New shingles on the south face of the church ($21,000) 
Χ New handrails at the Monroe Street stairs  
Χ Automatic gates at the cemetery  
Χ Headstone repairs  
Χ Storage room renovations  
Χ Repair the leak and plaster at the stained glass window above the altar 
Χ Repair of many roof leaks  
Χ Removal of the large oak tree next to the bank 
Χ Numerous plumbing repairs 
Χ Renovation of the fountain in Messer Garden 
Χ Installation of stained glass next to Carter Chapel  
Χ Alfriend Hall floor renovation 
Χ Complete renovation of our kitchen including all new appliances, electrical, plumbing, floors, walk-in cooler, prep tables, drink station, 

storage room, and (soon to be ordered) buffet service center. Our kitchen has a new name, The Lively Café, in honor of Miss Emily Lively and 
in thanksgiving for her generous gift  to St. JohnÕs.  
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STEWARDSHIP 
Vestry Liaison: Fred Kreimer 

 
During this past year, the stewardship of time and talent was separated from financial stewardship and the emphasis on time and talent took place 
during Lent.  Elizabeth Arthur organized this new effort and Jonette Sawyer continued as the Vestry liaison to stewardship through the spring in 
order to bring this project to completion. Pledges of time and talent were received from 184 parishioners.  From the pledge cards, Sandra Howard, St. 
JohnÕs Financial Administrator, created a data base of volunteers.  It would seem impossible to find any more people as capable and dedicated as 
these three, but we did when Cindy and Doug Sessions agreed to chair stewardship for 2007-2008.  During the emphasis on financial stewardship this 
fall, 337 pledges for a total of $926,707 were received. These amounts were just slightly less than were received during the very successful 
stewardship campaign of the previous year. By your generous response and participation, stewardship at St. JohnÕs is truly becoming a thanksgiving 
which we make Òwith ever joyful hearts.Ó 
 

YOUTH 
Vestry Liaisons: Frank Douglas & Tom Proctor 

The Rev. Lee F. Shafer, Associate Rector 
 
The year 2007 was a very important one in the life of the St. JohnÕs Youth Program.  Journey to Adulthood was incorporated for Christian Formation 
for youth in grades six through 11.  We have found this program to be very rewarding both for the adults who work with the youth and for the youth 
as well.  It is our hope that involvement will continue to grow. 
 
The youth continue to be very involved in all aspects of Diocesan youth programming, with Summer Camp and Happening being very well attended.  
Several of our high school youth traveled with the Compass Rose Society to assist with mission work in Cuba over the summer.  We have also had a 
lot of fun with trips to Universal Studios, Guitar Hero marathons, ice skating, movie nights and more. 
 
We were sorry to lose our youth intern, Lisa Lancaster, to law school but have been blessed recently with the additions of John Stonebraker and 
Jason Knott who are sharing that position.  We look forward to many great things to come.     
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