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Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

Morning Prayer 

Rite II 

July 5, 2020 

10:00 AM 
 
Voluntary                                                 Festival Voluntary                                               Flor Peeters                     
 
Entrance Hymn (Sung by all)                                                                                  O God of every nation 

 
O God of every nation, of every, race and land, 

redeem the whole creation with your almighty hand; 
where hate and fear divide us and bitter threats are hurled, 
in love and mercy guide us and heal our strife-torn world. 

 
From search for wealth and power and scorn of truth and right, 
from trust in bombs that shower destruction through the night, 

from pride of race and station and blindness to your way, 
deliver every nation, eternal God, we pray! 

 
Lord, strengthen those who labor that we may find release 
from fear of rattling saber, from dread of war’s increase; 

when hope and courage falter, your still small voice be heard; 
with faith that none can alter, your servants undergird. 

 
Keep bright in us the vision of days when war shall cease, 

when hatred and division give way to love and peace, 
till dawns the morning glorious when truth and justice reign 
and Christ shall rule victorious o’er all the world’s domain. 

 
The Opening Acclamation                      
Priest:       Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

People:      And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  

  
The Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Collect for the Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
Priest:     The Lord be with you. 

People:     And also with you. 

Priest:     Let us pray.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our neighbor: Grant us the 
grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our whole heart, and united to one another 
with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Song of Praise (Sung twice by all)                    Praise the Lord                                            Cameroon traditional 
  

Praise, praise, praise the Lord. Praise God’s Holy name. Alleluia. (Repeat) 
  

Praise God’s Holy Name, Alleluia, Praise God’s Holy Name. Alleluia. (Repeat) 

  

The First Lesson    Romans 7:15-25a                                                                                              
I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. Now if I do 
what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells 
within me. For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I 
cannot do it. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. Now if I do what I do 
not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. So I find it to be a law that when I want to 
do what is good, evil lies close at hand. For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my 
members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my 
members. Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord! 
 

 

Reader:    The Word of the Lord. 

People:    Thanks be to God. 

  
Hymn 482, vv. 1-2 (Sung by all)                                                                                         Lord of all hopefulness 

 

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 
        whose trust, ever child-like, no cares could destroy, 

be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,  
your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 

 
        Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 

whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe, 
          be there at our labors, and give us, we pray,  

your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 
 
 

The Second Lesson     Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30                                                                         
Jesus said to the crowd, “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces 
and calling to one another, ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not 
mourn.’ For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man came 
eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet 
wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, 
Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one 
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him. “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give 
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you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

Reader:    The Word of the Lord. 
People:    Thanks be to God. 
 
Children’s Homily 
 
The Sermon                                                                                               The Reverend Abigail W. Moon 

The Apostles’ Creed (Said by all)                                                                                                              
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our 
Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers for the Nation  
Almighty God, giver of all good things: We thank you for the natural majesty and beauty of this land. They 
restore us, though we often destroy them. 
Heal us. 
  
We thank you for the great resources of this nation. They make us rich, though we often exploit them. 
Forgive us. 
  

We thank you for the men and women who have made this country strong. They are models for us, though we 
often fall short of them. 
Inspire us. 
  

We thank you for the torch of liberty which has been lit in this land. It has drawn people from every nation, 
though we have often hidden from its light. 
Enlighten us. 
  

We thank you for the faith we have inherited in all its rich variety. It sustains our life, though we have been 
faithless again and again. 
Renew us. 

  
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, remembering Julia Livingston, Stephen Mitchell,  
Doug Fields, Ralph Turner, Shari Arrington, and those with Coronavirus. 

The People may add their own petitions, silently or aloud, at home or in the Facebook Live chat screen.  
 
Remembering Virginia McMullen, Carl Jones, and Kay McNab, we pray for all who have died, that they may 
have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
Silence 

 
Help us, O Lord, to finish the good work here begun. Strengthen our efforts to blot out ignorance and 
prejudice, and to abolish poverty and crime. And hasten the day when all our people, with many voices in one 
united chorus, will glorify your holy Name. Amen. 
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Confession of Sin and Absolution  
Priest:     Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

All:        Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name. Amen. 

  
The Priest offers absolution of sins. 

  
The Peace  
Priest:      The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People:     And also with you. 
 
Offertory                                           O day of peace that dimly shines                                       Daw/Parry                              
                                                                   Emilie O’Connor, soprano  

 

You can make your offering to God a few different ways: 
 

1. You can text your gift by texting STJOHNS to 732-56 

2. You can go to the St. John’s website and click on the Donate button on the top-right of the homepage. 

3. You can mail your gift to the church office: St. John’s Episcopal Church, Attn: Finance Office, 211 N. Monroe St., 

Tallahassee, FL, 32301. 

4. If you bank online, set up St. John’s as a vendor with your bank for quick, easy, online payments. 

The Lord’s Prayer (Said by all) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.    

 
Prayer for the Human Family (Said by all)                                                                                  
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with compassion on 
the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls 
that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your 
purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your 
heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Blessing  
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Closing Hymn 718, vv. 1-2 (Sung by all)                                                                       God of our fathers 
 

God of our fathers, whose almighty hand 
leads forth in beauty all the starry band 

of shining worlds in splendor through the skies, 
our grateful songs before thy throne arise. 

Thy love divine hath led us in the past, 
in this free land by thee our lot is cast; 

be thou our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay, 
thy word our law, thy paths our chosen way. 

The Dismissal 
Deacon:      Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

People:     Thanks be to God.  
 

Voluntary                                                   

 
+       +       + 

 
Flower dedication 

 
In loving memory of John A. Gehrm, by Hester P. Gehrm 

  


