Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Eucharist
Rite II
November 8, 2020
10:00 AM

Voluntary

Land of Rest

Entrance Hymn 61, v. 1 (Sung by all)

Richard Proulx

Sleepers, wake!

“Sleepers, wake!” A voice astounds us, the shout of rampart-guards surrounds us:
“Awake, Jerusalem, arise!”
Midnight’s peace their cry has broken, their urgent summons clearly spoken:
“The time has come, O maidens wise!
Rise up, and give us light; the Bridegroom is in sight.
Alleluia!
Your lamps prepare and hasten there,
That you the wedding face may share.”

The Opening Acclamation
Priest:
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People:
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
The Collect for the Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
Priest:
The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Priest:
Let us pray.

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of the devil and make us
children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure;
that, when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious
kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The First Lesson

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (Seated)
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not
grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through
Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that
we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died.
For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet,
will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be
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caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord
forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words.

Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn 707 (Sung by the choir; standing)

Take my life, and let it be

Take my life, and let it be
consecrated, Lord, to thee;
take my moments and my days,
let them flow in ceaseless praise.
Take my hands, and let them move
at the impulse of thy love;
take my heart, it is thine own;
it shall be thy royal throne.
Take my voice, and let me sing
always, only, for my King;
Take my intellect, and use
every power as thou shalt choose.
Take my will and make it thine;
it shall be no longer mine.
Take myself, and I will be
ever, only, all for thee.

The Holy Gospel Matthew 25:1-13 (Standing)
Priest:
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People:
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet
the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took
no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them
became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to
meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us
some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and
for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy it, the
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was
shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I
do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

Priest:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Children’s Homily
The Sermon (Seated)

The Reverend C. Wallace Marsh
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The Prayers of the People

I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; for Michael, our Presiding Bishop; John, Charles,
and Dorsey, our Bishops; Dave, Abi, and Wallace, our priests; Joe, our deacon; Chris, our seminarian;
Sabrina, our urban missioner; Pat, preparing to become a deacon; and Juan Carlos, our companion parish
priest; for this gathering; and for all ministers and people. Pray for the Church.
Silence
I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people. Pray for justice
and peace.
Silence
I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison. Pray for those in any
need or trouble.
Silence
Remembering Henry Benson, baptized this week, I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper
knowledge of him. Pray that they may find and be found by him.
Silence
I ask your prayers for the departed. Pray for those who have died.
Silence
I ask your prayers for Julia Livingston, Shari Arrington, Marcos de Souza Lima, Daniel, Ann Macmillan,
Kenneth Reckford, Mark Menning, Carraway, Zilpah Boyd, Jean Thompson, and all those affected by the
Covid-19 pandemic.
Silence
Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored. Pray that we may have grace to
glorify Christ in our own day.
Silence

The celebrant adds a concluding collect.
Confession of Sin and Absolution
Deacon: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
All:
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our sins, known and

unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in
newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Priest offers absolution of sin.
The Peace
Priest:
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.
Offertory

Steal Away

arr. Hall Johnson

Hooper Stevens, baritone

We encourage you to place your offerings in the offertory plates at the exits of the church if you are worshipping with us
in person.
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If you are worshipping with us online, you can text your gift by texting STJOHNS to 732-56. You can go to the St.
John’s website and click on the Give Now button on the top-right of the homepage. You can mail your gift to the church
office: St. John’s Episcopal Church, Attn: Finance Office, 211 N. Monroe St., Tallahassee, FL, 32301. If you bank
online, set up St. John’s as a vendor with your bank for quick, easy, online payments.

The Great Thanksgiving-Eucharistic Prayer A
Priest:
The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Priest:
Lift up your hearts.
People:
We lift them to the Lord.
Priest:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator
of heaven and earth … Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus S 130 (Sung by the choir)

Holy, holy, holy

Franz Schubert

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, (2x)
heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. (2x)
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. (2x)
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share
our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched
out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole
world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore we proclaim the
mystery of faith:
Priest and People:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and
drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and
serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your
eternal kingdom.
All this we ask though your Son, Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Priest:
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
All:
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Invitation to Communion: All baptized people are welcome to receive the consecrated bread of the Eucharist.
The priest will come to you in your pew. Please receive the bread (a wafer) in the palm of your hand. Please know that
the Episcopal Church maintains that the full blessing of the Eucharist is available in only one element. Gluten-free
wafers are available upon request. Those not receiving are invited to receive a blessing, indicated by crossing your arms
in front of your chest.
Postcommunion Prayer (Said by all, kneeling)
Priest:
Let us pray.
People:
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his body and blood. Send us
now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
Closing Hymn 436, vv. 1-2 (Sung by the choir; standing)

Lift up your heads

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates;
behold, the King of glory waits!
The King of kings is drawing near;
the Savior of the world is here.
O blest the land, the city blest,
where Christ the ruler is confessed!
O happy hearts and happy homes
to whom this King of triumph comes!

The Dismissal
Deacon: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People:
Thanks be to God.
Voluntary

Fanfare
+

+

Kenneth Leighton
+

Flower Dedication
In loving memory of Martha A. Fields, by her family
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