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Thanksgiving Service 

November 24, 2020 

7:00 PM 
  
 
 
Voluntary                                                 We gather together                                                Flor Peeters                                       
 
Entrance Hymn 290, vv. 1-2                                                                    Come, ye thankful people come                                                  

  

Come, ye thankful people, come, raise the song of harvest home; 
all is safely gathered in, ere the winter storms begin; 

God, our Maker, doth provide for our wants to be supplied; 
come to God's own temple, come, raise the song of harvest home. 

All the world is God’s own field, fruit unto his praise to yield; 
wheat and tares together sown, unto joy or sorrow grown; 

first the blade, and then the ear, then the full corn shall appear; 
grant, O harvest Lord, that we wholesome grain and pure may be. 

The Opening Acclamation                      
Priest:       Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

People:      And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

The Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  
The Collect for Thanksgiving Day  
Priest:        The Lord be with you.  

People:       And also with you.   

Priest:        Let us pray.        
Almighty and gracious Father, we give you thanks for the fruits of the earth in their season and for the labors 
of those who harvest them. Make us, we pray, faithful stewards of your great bounty, for the provision of our 
necessities and the relief of all who are in need, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

  
The First Lesson    2 Corinthians 9:6-15                                          
The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will 
also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing in 
abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work. As 
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it is written, “He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.” He who supplies 
seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest 
of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce 
thanksgiving to God through us; for the rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints 
but also overflows with many thanksgivings to God. Through the testing of this ministry you glorify God by 
your obedience to the confession of the gospel of Christ and by the generosity of your sharing with them and 
with all others, while they long for you and pray for you because of the surpassing grace of God that he has 
given you. Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 
  

Reader:    The Word of the Lord.     

People:     Thanks be to God. 

  
Sequence Hymn 433, vv. 1-2                                                                                    We gather together                                                     
 

We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing; 
he chastens and hastens his will to make known; 

the wicked oppressing now cease from distressing: 
sing praises to his name; he forgets not his own. 

 
Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining, 

ordaining, maintaining his kingdom diverse; 
so from the beginning the fight we are winning: 

thou, Lord, wast our side: all glory be thine! 

 
The Second Lesson    Luke 17:11-19  
On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and Galilee. As he entered a 
village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their distance, they called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy 
on us!” When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they 
were made clean. Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud 
voice. He prostrated himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus asked, 
“Were not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are they? Was none of them found to return and give 
praise to God except this foreigner?” Then he said to him, “Get up and go on your way; your faith has made 
you well.” 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Reader:    The Word of the Lord.     

People:     Thanks be to God. 

   

The Sermon                                                                                                                        Michael Spellman 
                                                                                                                                        Jennifer Guy-Hudson                                                                  

 
The Apostles’ Creed (Said by all)                                                                                                              
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our 
Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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A Litany of Thanksgiving 

Leader:  Let us give thanks to God our Father for all his gifts so freely bestowed upon us. For the beauty and 
wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea, 

People:  We thank you, Lord. 
  

For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women, revealing the image of Christ, 
We thank you, Lord. 
  

For our daily food and drink, our homes and families, and our friends, 
We thank you, Lord. 
  

For minds to think, and hearts to love, and hands to serve, 
We thank you, Lord. 
  

For health and strength to work, and leisure to rest and play, 
We thank you, Lord. 
  

For the brave and courageous, who are patient in suffering and faithful in adversity, 
We thank you, Lord. 
  

For all valiant seekers after truth, liberty, and justice, 
We thank you, Lord. 
  
For the communion of saints, in all times and places, 
We thank you, Lord. 
  
Above all, we give you thanks for the great mercies and promises given to us in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
To him be praise and glory, with you, O Father, and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 

  
Confession of Sin and Absolution  
Deacon:   Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

All:       Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 
unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in 
newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Priest offers absolution of sin. 
  

The Peace  
Priest:      The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People:     And also with you. 
 
 

Offertory Hymn 424                                                                                      For the fruit of all creation                                      

For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God. 
For his gifts to every nation, thanks be to God. 

For the plowing, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping, 
future needs in earth’s safekeeping, thanks be to God. 

In the just reward of labor, God’s will be done. 
In the help we give our neighbor, God’s will be done. 

In our worl-wide task of caring for the hungry and despairing, 
in the harvests we are sharing, God’s will be done. 
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For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God. 
For the good we all inherit, thanks be to God. 

For the wonders that astound us, for the truths that still confound us, 
most of all that love has found us, thanks be to God. 

If you are worshipping with us online, you can text your gift by texting STJOHNS to 732-56. You can go to the St. John’s 

website and click on the Give Now button on the top-right of the homepage. You can mail your gift to the church office: St. John’s 

Episcopal Church, Attn: Finance Office, 211 N. Monroe St., Tallahassee, FL, 32301. If you bank online, set up St. John’s 

as a vendor with your bank for quick, easy, online payments. 

The Lord’s Prayer (Said by all) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.    

 
Prayer for the Human Family (Said by all)                                                                                  
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with compassion on 
the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls 
that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your 
purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your 
heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Blessing  
 

Closing Hymn 397, vv. 1-2                                                                                  Now thank we all our God 

Now thank we all our God, with heart, and hands, and voices, 
who wondrous things hath done, in whom his world rejoices; 

who from our mother’s arms hath blessed us on our way 
with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 

O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us! 
with ever-joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us; 

and keep us in his grace, and guide us when perplexed, 
and free us from all ills in this world and the next. 

The Dismissal 
Deacon:      Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

People:     Thanks be to God.  
 

Voluntary                                                        Old 100th                                                        Piet Post                        
  

   
  


