Advent Lessons and Carols
December 6, 2020
7:00 PM
Voluntary

Dance of Darkness

Douglas Major

O Oriens

Melissa Dunphy

Elizabeth LaJeunesse and Christian Crocker, organ

Introit

O Oriens, splendor lucis æternæ, et sol justitiæ:
veni, et illumina sedentes in tenebris, et umbra mortis.
O Morning Star, splendour of light eternal and sun of righteousness:
Come and enlighten those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death.
Words: 6th century

Sung by St. John’s, First Presbyterian, and St. Peter’s Episcopal Choirs

Entrance Hymn 56, vv. 1-3

O come, O come, Emmanuel
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, thou Wisdom from on high,
who orderest all things mightily;
to us the path of knowledge show,
and teach us in her ways to go.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, O come, thou Lord of might,
who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height
in ancient times didst give the law,
in cloud, and majesty, and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.
Words: Latin, 9th century

Sung by St. John’s, First Presbyterian, and St. Peter’s Episcopal Choirs
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The Bidding Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
Priest
Beloved in Christ, in this season of Advent, let it be our care and delight to prepare ourselves to hear again
the message of the Angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem, to see the Babe lying in a
manger.
Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first days of our
disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us by his holy Child; and let us look forward to the
yearly remembrance of his birth with hymns and songs of praise.
But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over all the earth; for the
mission and unity of the Church for which he died, and especially in this country and within this city.
And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his name the poor and
the helpless; the hungry and the oppressed; the sick and those who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the
aged and the little children; and all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin
have grieved his heart of love.
Lastly, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and all those who rejoice with us, but upon
another shore and in a greater light, that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word
made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one.
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words which Christ himself
hath taught us:
Said by all
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power
and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.
Priest
The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and unto the
fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.

The First Lesson

Genesis 3:1-15
Adam and Eve rebel against God and are cast out of the Garden of Eden.

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. He said to the
woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden?’” The woman said to the serpent, “We
may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in
the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’” But the serpent said to the woman, “You
will not die; for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to
the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that
they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. They heard the
sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife
hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God called
to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was
afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten
from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with
me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that
you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” The LORD God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures; upon your belly
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you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.”

Anthem

Remember, O thou man

Roy Johnson

Remember, O thou man, O thou man, O thou man,
Remember O thou man, Thy time is spent.
Remember, O thou man, How thou cams’t to me then,
And I did what I can, Therefore repent.
Remember God’s goodness, O thou man, O thou man!
Remember God's goodness, And promise made!
Remember God’s goodness, How His only Son He sent
Our sins for to redress, Be not afraid.
The angels all did sing, O thou man, O thou man!
The angels all did sing, On Sion hill
The angels all did sing, Praises to our glorious King,
And peace to man living, With a good will!'
To Bethlehem did they go, O thou man, O thou man!
The shepherds three; O thou man, O thou man!
To Bethlehem did they go, To see whether it were so,
Whether Christ were borne or no To set man free.
In Bethlehem he was born, O thou man, O thou man!
In Bethlehem he was born, For mankind's sake;
In Bethlehem he was born, For us that were forlorn,
And therefore took no scorn Our sins to bear.
Give thanks to God always, O thou man, O thou man!
Give thanks to God always, With heart most joyfully
Give thanks to God always, Upon this blessed day,
Let all men sing and say: “Holy, holy!”
Words: 16th century

The Second Lesson

Isaiah 40:1-11

God comforts his people and calls on them to prepare for redemption.

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has
served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins.
A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for
our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall
become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall
see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I
cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades,
when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of our God will stand forever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of
Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the LORD God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is
with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs
in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.
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Hymn 67

Comfort, comfort ye my people
Comfort, comfort ye my people, speak ye peace, thus saith our God;
comfort those who sit in darkness mourning 'neath their sorrow's load.
Speak ye to Jerusalem of the peace that waits for them;
tell her that her sins I cover, and her warfare now is over.
Hark, the voice of one that crieth in the desert far and near,
calling us to new repentance since the kingdom now is here.
Oh, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way;
let the valleys rise to meet him, and the hills bow down to greet him.
Make ye straight what long was crooked, make the rougher places plain:
let your hearts be true and humble, as befits his holy reign.
For the glory of the Lord Now o'er earth is shed abroad;
and all flesh shall see the token that the word is never broken.
Words: Johann G. Olearius (1611-1684)

The Third Lesson

Isaiah 35:1-10
The prophet proclaims that God will come and save us.

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall
blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty
of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak
hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here
is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” Then the
eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and
the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the
desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals
shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. A highway shall be there, and it shall be
called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even
fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be
found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to
Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow
and sighing shall flee away.

Anthem

E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come
Peace be to you and grace from him who freed us from our sins,
Who loved us all and shed his blood that we might saved be.
Sing holy, holy to our Lord, the Lord, Almighty God,
Who was and is and is to come; sing holy, holy, Lord!
Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein, rejoice on earth, ye saints below,
For Christ is coming, is coming soon!
E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, and night shall be no more;
They need no light nor lamp nor sun, for Christ will be their All!
Words: Revelation 1:4-5, 4:8, 22:5, 7, 12, 20
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Paul Manz

The Fourth Lesson

Baruch 4:36-5:9

The Scribe Baruch urges the people to look East because salvation is at hand.

Look toward the east, O Jerusalem, and see the joy that is coming to you from God. Look, your children are
coming, whom you sent away; they are coming, gathered from east and west, at the word of the Holy One,
rejoicing in the glory of God. Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, and put on
forever the beauty of the glory from God. Put on the robe of the righteousness that comes from God; put on
your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting; for God will show your splendor everywhere under
heaven. For God will give you evermore the name, “Righteous Peace, Godly Glory.” Arise, O Jerusalem,
stand upon the height; look toward the east, and see your children gathered from west and east at the word of
the Holy One, rejoicing that God has remembered them. For they went out from you on foot, led away by
their enemies; but God will bring them back to you, carried in glory, as on a royal throne. For God has
ordered that every high mountain and the everlasting hills be made low and the valleys filled up, to make level
ground, so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. The woods and every fragrant tree have shaded
Israel at God’s command. For God will lead Israel with joy, in the light of his glory, with the mercy and
righteousness that come from him.

Hymn 65

Prepare the way, O Zion
Prepare the way, O Zion, your Christ is drawing near!
Let every hill and valley a level way appear.
Greet One who comes in glory, foretold in sacred story.
Oh blest is Christ that came in God’s most holy name.
He brings God’s rule, O Zion; he comes from heaven above.
His rule is peace and freedom, and justice, truth, and love.
Lift high your praise resounding, for grace and joy abounding.
Oh blest is Christ that came in God’s most holy name.
Fling wide your gates, O Zion; your Savior's rule embrace.
His tidings of salvation proclaim in every place.
All lands will bow before him, their voices will adore him.
Oh blest is Christ that came in God’s most holy name.
Words: Frans Mikael Franzen (1772-1847)

The Fifth Lesson

Isaiah 7:10-15

God Promises that a child shall be conceived who will be known as “God with Us.”

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as
heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then,
O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord
himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him
Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good.

Anthem

Magnificat

Richard Webster

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. For he hath regarded the
lowliness of his handmaiden. For behold from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. For he that is
mighty hath magnified me, and holy is his Name. And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all
generations. He hath showed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their
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hearts. He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and meek. He hath filled
the hungry with good things, and the rich he hath sent empty away. He remembering his mercy hath holpen
his servant Israel, as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without
end. Amen.
Words: Luke 1:46-55; 2:29-32

Sung by St. John’s & First Presbyterian Choirs and Former Choristers

The Sixth Lesson

Isaiah 65:17-25
God promises a New Heaven and Earth.

For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be remembered or come
to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy,
and its people as a delight. I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no more shall the sound of
weeping be heard in it, or the cry of distress. No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but a few days,
or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a
youth, and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed. They shall build houses and inhabit
them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not
plant and another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall long
enjoy the work of their hands. They shall not labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they shall be
offspring blessed by the Lord—and their descendants as well. Before they call I will answer,while they are yet
speaking I will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but the
serpent—its food shall be dust! They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, says the Lord.

Hymn 59

Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding
Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding. “Christ is nigh,” it seems to say;
“Cast away the works of darkness, O ye children of the day.”
Wakened by the solemn warning, from earth’s bondage let us rise;
Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling, shines upon the morning skies.
Lo! the Lamb, so long expected, comes with pardon down from heaven;
let us haste, with tears of sorrow, one and all to be forgiven;
so when next he comes with glory, and the world is wrapped in fear,
may he with his mercy shield us, and with words of love draw near.
Honor, glory, might, and blessing to the Father and the Son,
with the everlasting Spirit, while unending ages run.
Words: Latin, 9th century

Sung by St. John’s, First Presbyterian, and St. Peter’s Episcopal Choirs

The Seventh Lesson

Luke 1:26-56

The Angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary that she will bear the Son of the Most High.

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came
to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you
have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name
him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him
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the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will
be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be
born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be
impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to
your word.” Then the angel departed from her. In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean
town in the hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth
heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and
exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why
has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your
greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment
of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’ And Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in
God my Saviour, for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all
generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. His
mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has
scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their
thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. He
has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our
ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ And Mary remained with her for about three months
and then returned to her home.

Vesper Responsory

Giovanni P. da Palestrina
Judah and Jerusalem, fear not nor be dismayed.
Tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord he will be with you.
Stand ye still, and ye shall see the salvation of the Lord.
Tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord he will be with you.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
Tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord he will be with you.
Words: 2 Chronicles 20:17

Officiant
People
Officiant

We wait for thy loving kindness, O Lord.
In the midst of thy temple.
Let us pray.

The Collect
Merciful God, who sent thy messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our
salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of
Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The Advent Blessing
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility,
sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen.
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith, joyful
in hope, and constant in love. Amen.
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be rewarded with
unending life. Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain
with you forever. Amen.
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Hymn 57, vv. 1-2

Lo! he comes with clouds descending
Lo! he comes with clouds descending, once for our salvation slain;
thousand, thousand saints attending swell the triumph of his train:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Christ the Lord returns to reign.

Every eye shall now behold him, robed in dreadful majesty;
those who set at nought and sold him, pierced, and nailed him to the tree,
deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing,
shall the true Messiah see.
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1777)

The Dismissal
Officiant
People

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Voluntary

Dance of Jubilation

Douglas Major

Elizabeth LaJeunesse and Christian Crocker, organ
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