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The Holy Boy

Entrance Hymn 109, vv. 1-2

John Ireland

The first Nowell

The first Nowell the angel did say
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep,
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
Refrain: Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
born is the King of Israel.
They looked up and saw a star
shining in the east beyond them far,
and to the earth it gave great light,
and so it continued both day and night. Refrain

The Opening Acclamation
Priest:
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People:
And blessed be his Kingdom, now and forever. Amen.
The Collect for the Second Sunday after Christmas
Priest:
The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Priest:
Let us pray.

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that
we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The First Lesson

Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-19a (Seated)
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy
and blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according
to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the
Beloved. I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason I
do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that,
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with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are
the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power
for us who believe.

Reader:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn 124, vv.1-2 (Standing)

What star is this

What star is this, with beams so bright,
more beauteous than the noonday light?
It shines to herald forth the King,
and Gentiles to his crib to bring.
True spake the prophet from afar
who told the rise of Jacob’s star;
and eastern sages with amaze
upon the wondrous token gaze.

The Holy Gospel Luke 2:41-52 (Standing)
Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
The parents of Jesus went to Jerusalem every year for the festival of the Passover. And when he was twelve
years old, they went up as usual for the festival. When the festival was ended and they started to return, the
boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. Assuming that he was in the group of
travelers, they went a day's journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and friends.
When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. After three days they found him in
the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard him
were amazed at his understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his
mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching
for you in great anxiety.” He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must
be in my Father’s house?” But they did not understand what he said to them. Then he went down with them
and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart. And
Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Children’s Homily
The Sermon (Seated)

The Reverend C. Wallace Marsh

The Prayers of the People (Kneeling or standing)

Father, in this holy season your Son our Savior was born in human form.
Renew your Church as the body of Christ. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
In this holy season Christians the world over are celebrating his birth.
Open our hearts that he may be born in us today. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
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In this holy season there was no room for your Son in the inn.
Protect with your love those who have no home and all who live in poverty. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
In this holy season the angels sang “Peace to God’s people on earth.”
Strengthen those who work for peace and justice in all the world. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
In this holy season strangers found the Holy Family and saw the baby lying in
the manger. Bless our homes and all whom we love. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
In this holy season heaven is come down to earth, and earth is raised to heaven.
Keep in safety all those who have gone through death in the hope of heaven. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
In this holy season angels and shepherds worshiped at the manger throne.
Receive the worship we offer in fellowship with Blessed Mary and all the saints.
Leader: Merciful Father,
People: Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Peace
Priest:
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.
Offertory

Sing of Mary, pure and lowly

Skinner Chavez-Mélo

We encourage you to place your offerings in the offertory plates at the exits of the church if you are worshipping with us
in person. If you are worshipping with us online, you can text your gift by texting STJOHNS to 732-56. You can go
to the St. John’s website and click on the Give Now button on the top-right of the homepage. You can mail your gift to
the church office: St. John’s Episcopal Church, Attn: Finance Office, 211 N. Monroe St., Tallahassee, FL, 32301.
If you bank online, set up St. John’s as a vendor with your bank for quick, easy, online payments.

The Great Thanksgiving-Eucharistic Prayer B
Priest:
The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Priest:
Lift up your hearts.
People:
We lift them to the Lord.
Priest:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator
of heaven and earth; because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty
power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might
be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive the power to become your children. Therefore we praise
you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing
this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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Sanctus S 125

Richard Proulx
Holy, holy, holy
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in
the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word
made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be
the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand
before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death
into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his
command, O Father,

Priest and People:

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your
creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the sacrament of the
Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be
acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection
under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with John and all your saints, we may enter
the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the first born of all
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty
Father, now and for ever. Amen.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Priest:
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
All:
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
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Invitation to Communion: All baptized people are welcome to receive the consecrated bread of the Eucharist. Please

come forward to the priest to receive. Please receive the bread (a wafer) in the palm of your hand. Please know that the Episcopal
Church maintains that the full blessing of the Eucharist is available in only one element. Gluten-free wafers are available upon
request. Those not receiving the bread are invited to receive a blessing, indicated by crossing your arms in front of your chest.

Postcommunion Prayer (Said by all, kneeling)
Priest:
Let us pray.
People:
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his body and blood. Send us
now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
Closing Hymn 128, vv. 1 & 5 (Standing)

We three kings of Orient are

We three kings of Orient are,
bearing gifts we traverse afar,
field and fountain, moor and mountain,
following yonder star.
Refrain: O star of wonder, star of night,
star with royal beauty bright;
westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light!
Glorious now behold him arise,
King and God and Sacrifice;
heaven sings alleluia:
alleluia the earth replies. Refrain

The Dismissal
Priest:
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Voluntary

Prelude on an Irish church melody

Tower Bells
+

+
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C. V. Stanford

