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The Sunday of the Passion: 

Palm Sunday 

Holy Eucharist 

Rite II 

March 28, 2021 

10:00 AM 
  

Voluntary                                          Toccata in E minor                                        Johann Pachelbel 
                                 

The Liturgy of the Palms 
  

The Opening Acclamation (Standing)                     

Priest:         Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord.  

People:        Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 

  
The Collect 
Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy upon the 
contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

  
The Reading       Mark 11:7-11 
Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their 
cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. Then those who went 
ahead and those who followed were shouting, ‘Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 
Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ Then he 
entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at everything, as it was already 
late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 

  
Priest:    The Lord be with you. 

People:   And also with you. 

Priest:    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
  
  

The Blessing of the Palms 
It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us through your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was proclaimed as 
King of kings by those who spread their garments and branches of palm along his way. Let these branches be 
for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and 
follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

Priest:    Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

People:   Hosanna in the highest. 
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Entrance Hymn 154, vv. 1-2                                                                          All glory, laud, and honor 

Refrain: All glory, laud, and honor 
to thee, Redeemer, King! 

to whom the lips of children 
made sweet hosannas ring. 

Thou art the King of Israel, 
thou David’s royal Son, 

who in the Lord's Name comest, 
the King and Blessed One. Refrain 

The company of angels 
are praising thee on high; 
and we with all creation 

in chorus make reply. Refrain 

  
The  Liturgy of the Word 

  
  

The Collect for Palm Sunday 
Priest:        The Lord be with you.  

People:       And also with you.   

Priest:        Let us pray. 
Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us the example of his great 
humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering, and also share in his resurrection; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

The Holy Gospel     Mark 15:1-39 
The congregation is then seated until the verse which mentions the arrival at Golgotha. 
  
Priest:    The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes and the whole 
council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate. Pilate asked him, “Are you the King 
of the Jews?” He answered him, “You say so.” Then the chief priests accused him of many things. Pilate 
asked him again, “Have you no answer? See how many charges they bring against you.” But Jesus made no 
further reply, so that Pilate was amazed. Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for 
whom they asked. Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed murder 
during the insurrection. So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according to his custom. 
Then he answered them, “Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” For he realized that it 
was out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over. But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to 
have him release Barabbas for them instead. Pilate spoke to them again, “Then what do you wish me to do 
with the man you call the King of the Jews?” They shouted back, “Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, “Why, 
what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, 
released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. Then the soldiers 
led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s headquarters); and they called together the 
whole cohort. And they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put 
it on him. And they began saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They struck his head with a reed, spat upon 
him, and knelt down in homage to him. After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his 
own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in 

from the country, to carry his cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. (Please stand) 
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Then they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). And they offered 
him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among 
them, casting lots to decide what each should take. It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified 
him. The inscription of the charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” And with him they crucified two 
bandits, one on his right and one on his left. Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and 
saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself, and come down 
from the cross!” In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him among 
themselves and saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come 
down from the cross now, so that we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also taunted 
him. When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. At three o’clock 
Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?” When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “Listen, he is calling for Elijah.” And 
someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us 
see whether Elijah will come to take him down.” Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. And the 
curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, 
saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” 

   
The Sermon (Seated)                                                                                     The Reverend C. Wallace Marsh 
  
The Prayers of the People (Kneeling or standing) 
Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear when we pray in the name of your Son. Therefore in confidence 
and trust we pray for the Church, remembering Michael, our Presiding Bishop; John, Charles, and Dorsey, 
our Bishops; Dave, Abi, and Wallace, our priests; Joe, our deacon; Chris, our seminarian; Sabrina, our urban 
missioner; Pat, preparing to become a deacon; and Juan Carlos, our companion parish priest. 
Father, remembering our companion parish San Pedro Apóstol in Zorrilla, Cuba, enliven the Church for its 
mission 
that we may be salt of the earth and light to the world. 
  
In gratitude we pray for Aaliyah Montgomery and Ethan Lamb, baptized this week. Breathe fresh life into 
your people. 
Give us power to reveal Christ in word and action. 
  
Creator of all, lead us and every people into ways of justice and peace 
that we may respect one another in freedom and truth. 
  
Awaken in us a sense of wonder for the earth and all that is in it. 
Teach us to care creatively for its resources. 
  
We pray for our nation, state and community, remembering Joe, our president; Ron, our governor; and John, 
our mayor. God of truth, inspire with your wisdom those whose decisions affect the lives of others 
that all may act with integrity and courage. 
  

We pray for those in need, remembering Julia Livingston, Ann Macmillan, Duncan, Kenneth Munt, 
Ruth Kohler, Pam, the Wilkerson family, the Straughter family, Betzi Welch, Linda Hill Jordan, Ann 
Heaton, and all those affected by the Covid-19 pandemic. God of hope, comfort and restore all who suffer 
in body, mind or spirit. 
May they know the power of your healing love. 
  
Make us willing agents of your compassion. 
Strengthen us as we share in making people whole. 
  
We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in the faith of Christ, remembering Ricardo Lewis, and 
those whose faith is known to you alone. 



 

4 

Father, into your hands we commend them. 
  
We pray for ourselves and our ministries, either silently or aloud. 
  

Silence. 
  
Lord, you have called us to serve you.  
Grant that we may walk in your presence: your love in our hearts, your truth in our minds, your 
strength in our wills; until, at the end of our journey, we know the joy of our homecoming and the 
welcome of your embrace, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  
The Peace (Standing) 

Priest:        The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People:       And also with you. 
  

Then the Clergy and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. During the exchange of the Peace, we ask 
that people show signs of peace that do not involve physical contact. 
  

The Holy Communion 
  

Offertory                                          Surely, he hath borne our griefs                           Karl Heinrich Graun                  

  
We encourage you to place your offerings in the offertory plates at the exits of the church if you are worshipping with us 
in person. If you are worshipping with us online, you can text your gift by texting STJOHNS to 732-56. You can go 
to the St. John’s website and click on the Give Now button on the top-right of the homepage. You can mail your gift to 
the church office: St. John’s Episcopal Church, Attn: Finance Office, 211 N. Monroe St., Tallahassee, FL, 32301. 
If you bank online, set up St. John’s as a vendor with your bank for quick, easy, online payments. 

  
The Great Thanksgiving 

Priest:      The Lord is here. 

People:      God’s Spirit is with us. 

Priest:      Lift up your hearts. 

People:      We lift them to the Lord. 

Priest:      Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:      It is right to offer thanks and praise. 
  
It is right indeed, it is our joy and our salvation, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, at all times and 
in all places to give you thanks and praise through Christ your only Son. You are the source of all life and 
goodness; through your eternal Word you have created all things from the beginning and formed us in your 
own image; male and female you created us. 
  

When we sinned and turned away you called us back to yourself and gave your Son to share our human 
nature, who though tempted in every way as we are, yet did not sin; through him therefore we may triumph 
over sin and grow in grace. In him you have made us a holy people by sending upon us your holy and 
lifegiving Spirit. 
  

Therefore with the faithful who rest in him, with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven, we 
proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising you and saying: 

  
Sanctus                                                                                                                        Traditional Spanish 
  

Santo, santo, santo, mi corazón te adora!  
Mi corazón te sabe decir: santo eres Señor. 
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Holy, holy, holy, my heart, my heart adores you!  
My heart is glad to say the words: you are holy, Lord. 

 
All glory and thanksgiving to you, holy Father; on the night before he died your Son, Jesus Christ, took bread; 
when he had given you thanks, he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said: Take, eat, this is my body which 
is given for you; do this to remember me.  
  

After supper he took the cup; when he had given you thanks, he gave it to them and said: Drink this, all of 
you, for this is my blood of the new covenant which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins; 
do this as often as you drink it, to remember me. 
  

Priest and People: 
Glory to you, Lord Christ; your death we show forth; 
your resurrection we proclaim; your coming we await; 
Amen! Come Lord Jesus. 
  

Therefore loving God, recalling your great goodness to us in Christ, his suffering and death, his resurrection 
and ascension, and looking for his coming in glory, we celebrate our redemption with this bread of life and 
this cup of salvation. Accept our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving which we offer through Christ our great 
high priest. 
  

Send your Holy Spirit that these gifts of bread and wine which we receive may be to us the body and blood of 
Christ, and that we, filled with the Spirit’s grace and power, may be renewed for the service of your kingdom.  
  

United in Christ with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, we worship you, O God, in songs of 
everlasting praise. 
  

Priest and People: 
Blessing, honour and glory be yours,  
here and everywhere, now and for ever. Amen. 
  

Silence may be kept. 
  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 
  

The Lord’s Prayer (Said by all) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.    
  

The Breaking of the Bread  
  

Agnus Dei 
  

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace. 

  
Invitation to Communion:  All baptized people are welcome to receive the consecrated bread of the Eucharist. Please 
come forward to the priest to receive. Please receive the bread (a wafer) in the palm of your hand. Please know that the Episcopal 
Church maintains that the full blessing of the Eucharist is available in only one element. Gluten-free wafers are available upon 
request. Those not receiving the bread are invited to receive a blessing, indicated by crossing your arms in front of your chest. 
  

Communion Hymn 158 (Sung by the choir)       
  

  

Postcommunion Prayer 

Priest:      Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, that when we were still far off you met us in your Son 
and brought us home. Dying and living, he declared your love, gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; we who drink his cup bring life to others; we whom the 
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Spirit lights give light to the world. 

 
People:      Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name 

 
The Blessing 
  
Closing Hymn 168, vv. 1-2                                                                               O sacred head, sore wounded  
  

O sacred head, sore wounded, defiled and put to scorn; 
O kingly head, surrounded with mocking crown of thorn: 

What sorrow mars thy grandeur? Can death thy bloom deflower? 
O countenance whose splendor the hosts of heaven adore! 

Thy beauty, long-desired, hath vanished from our sight; 
thy power is all expired, and quenched the light of light. 
Ah me! for whom thou diest, hide not so far thy grace: 

show me, O Love most highest, the brightness of thy face. 

  
The Dismissal 
Deacon:       Go now in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People:        Thanks be to God. 
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