
 

1 

 
 

The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Holy Eucharist 

Rite II 

May 2, 2021 

10:00 AM & 1:00 PM 
  

 
Voluntary                                                      The Call                                                       Robert Lind 

 
The  Liturgy of the Word 

  
Entrance Hymn 296, vv. 1 & 4                                             We know that Christ is raised and dies no more 

We know that Christ is raised and dies no more. 
Embraced by death he broke its fearful hold; 

and our despair he turned to blazing joy, Alleluia! 

A new creation comes to life and grows 
as Christ’s new body takes on flesh and blood.  

The universe restored and whole will sing: Alleluia! Amen. 

  
The Opening Acclamation                      
Priest:        Alleluia. Christ is Risen. 

People:       The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.  

  
The Collect for the Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Priest:        The Lord be with you.  

People:       And also with you.   

Priest:        Let us pray.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to 
be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
     

First Grade Class Festal Eucharist Prayer (Read by all) 
Our Father, we give thanks for our country, our dogs, our houses, our fish and animals, friends, family and 
for cookies. We pray for those who are not nice to others, for protection from those who want to harm us, 
help us to be polite, give us patience to wear our masks, and endurance for FSA testing and for medicines 
that make us better, because we know you made the world, you are real and always here, and you made us 
and all of the universe. Amen. 
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The First Reading   Acts 8:26-40 (Seated) 

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from 
Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, 
a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to 
Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then 
the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the 
prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless 
someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture 
that he was reading was this:“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its 
shearer, so he does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his 
generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask 
you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and 
starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the 
road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being 
baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the 
water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip 
away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and 
as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to 
Caesarea. 
  

Reader:    The Word of the Lord.     

People:     Thanks be to God. 
  
Sequence Hymn 513, vv.1-2                                                               Like the murmur of the dove’s song 

Like the murmur of the dove’s song, like the challenge of her flight, 
like the vigor of the wind’s rush, like the new flame’s eager might: 

come, Holy Spirit, come. 

To the members of Christ’s Body, to the branches of the Vine, 
to the Church in faith assembled, to her midst as gift and sign: 

come, Holy Spirit, come. 
  

The Holy Gospel     John 15:1-8 (Standing)  

Deacon:     The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People:      Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
  

Jesus said to his disciples, ”I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in 
me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already 
been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot 
bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are 
the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do 
nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, 
thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, 
and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 
  

Deacon:     The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:       Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
    

Children’s Homily (10:00 only) 
  
The Sermon (Seated)                                                                                     The Reverend C. Wallace Marsh 
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The Prayers of the People (Standing)  

Leader:  In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. (Silence) 
  

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
  

For Joe, our President; Ron, our Governor; and John, our mayor. For this community, the nation, and the 
world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
  

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
  

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
  

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
  

For Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; John, our Bishop; Dave, Abi, and 
Wallace, our priests; Joe, our deacon; Chris, our seminarian; Sabrina, our urban missioner; Pat, preparing to 
become a deacon; and Juan Carlos, our companion parish priest; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 
  

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, remembering Julia Livingston, Ann Macmillan, Lila 
Poston, Penny Hughes, Alvin Lee, Ruth Kohler, LaTrelle Smart, Sheila Veatch and family, and all those 
affected by the Covid-19 pandemic. 
  

We pray for those serving in the Armed Forces and their families, and for all who face the peril of war and 
civil unrest. Hear us, Lord;  
For your mercy is great. 
  

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life, especially for the members of our first grade classes 
receiving Eucharist together today. We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
  

We pray for all who have died, remembering Richard Gray, Robyn Naftel Herring, Cobb Harbeson, and 
Robert Frederick LaClair, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
(Silence) 
  

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 

   
The Priest concludes with a Collect. 
  

The Peace (Standing) 

Priest:        The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People:       And also with you. 
Then the Clergy and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. During the exchange of the Peace, we ask 
that people show signs of peace that do not involve physical contact. 
   

The Holy Communion 
  

Offertory                                                        The Call                                     Ralph Vaughan Williams 

                                                  Emilie O’Connor, soprano 
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We encourage you to place your offerings in the offertory plates at the exits of the church if you are 
worshipping with us in person. 
If you are worshipping with us online, you can text your gift by texting STJOHNS to 732-56. You can go to the St. 

John’s website and click on the Give Now button on the top-right of the homepage. You can mail your gift to the church 

office: St. John’s Episcopal Church, Attn: Finance Office, 211 N. Monroe St., Tallahassee, FL, 32301. If you bank 

online, set up St. John’s as a vendor with your bank for quick, easy, online payments. 

  

The Great Thanksgiving-Eucharistic Prayer A (Standing) 
Priest:        The Lord be with you. 

People:        And also with you. 

Priest:         Lift up your hearts. 

People:        We lift them to the Lord. 

Priest:         Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:        It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator 
of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord; but chiefly are we bound to praise you for the 
glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed 
for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life 
again he has won for us everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 
   

Sanctus S 125                                            Holy, holy, holy                                              Richard Proulx 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the highest. 

  

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and 
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share 
our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched 
out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 
world.  
  

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore we proclaim the 
mystery of faith: 
  

Priest and People: 
  

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

  
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling 
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 
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drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and 
serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your 
eternal kingdom.  
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  
Amen. 
  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (Said by all) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.    

  
The Breaking of the Bread  
Priest:       Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
All:          Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Invitation to Communion:  All baptized people are welcome to receive the consecrated bread of the Eucharist. Please 
come forward to the priest to receive. Please receive the bread (a wafer) in the palm of your hand. Please know that the Episcopal 
Church maintains that the full blessing of the Eucharist is available in only one element. Gluten-free wafers are available upon 
request. Those not receiving the bread are invited to receive a blessing, indicated by crossing your arms in front of your chest. 
  

Communion Hymn 325, 304 (Sung by the choir) 
  

Postcommunion Prayer (Said by all) 

Priest:        Let us pray. 

People:       Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our 
Savior  Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his body and blood. Send us 
now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  
The Blessing 
  
Closing Hymn 379, vv. 1-2                                                                                                        God is Love 

  

God is Love, let heaven adore him; God is Love, let earth rejoice; 
let creation sing before him and exalt him with one voice. 

God who laid the earth’s foundation, God who spread the heavens above,  
God who breathes through all creation: God is Love, eternal Love. 

  
God is Love; and love enfolds us, all the world in one embrace: 

with unfailing grasp God holds us, every child of every race. 
And when human hearts are breaking under sorrow’s iron rod,  

then we find that self-same achingdeep within the heart of God. 

   
The Dismissal 
Deacon:     Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.   
       Alleluia, alleluia. 

People:      Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Voluntary                                                     Prelude on Engelberg                                             Craig Phillips 

+       +      + 
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Festal Eucharist Class 2021 
Audrey Joan Austin 

Lauren Elizabeth Collins 
Edward Meyer Gonzalez Loumiet 

Ethan Henry Pascoe 
Liberty Chandler Schoonover 

Emily Rebekah Elizabeth Trexler 

  
Festal Eucharist Class 2020 

Atreyu Abberton 
Ansley Coltharp 

Leia Joo 
William Alan Rogers 

Katherine Fay Prejean 
Elliot George Skinner 

Duncan Sproull 
Griffin Sproull 

Harrison Thomas 
Nicholas Lincoln Thomas 

Julia Weldon 
  

  
  

  
  

   
  

  
  

  
  

  

Flower Dedications 
  

In thanksgiving for the life of Audrey Wilson  
  

 In Celebration of Tom and Cathy Bishop's 50th wedding anniversary, by Blair Bishop  
  

In memory of John Wigginton, by Martha Gene Wigginton  
  

 


