
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24th Sunday after Pentecost 
10 a.m. 12 November 2023 

 
 

We invite you to prepare for the service in quiet meditation and prayer. 
Hymns are found in the blue Hymnal 1982. 

“BCP” refers to pages in the red Book of Common Prayer. 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 

Tower Bells  

Voluntary ............................................. Allegretto (Sonata IV) 
Felix Mendelssohn 

Lift up your heads (Stand) ............................... Hymn 436 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The Celebrant continues 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Song of Praise .................................................... Hymn S 236 

The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

 
The Celebrant continues 

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might 
destroy the works of the devil and make us children of God 
and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may 
purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again with 
power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal 
and glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

A Reading from the Book of Ruth 

In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the 
land, and a certain man of Bethlehem in Judah went to live in the 
country of Moab, he and his wife and two sons. The name of the 
man was Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and the 
names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion; they were 
Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the country 
of Moab and remained there. But Elimelech, the husband of 
Naomi, died, and she was left with her two sons. These took 
Moabite wives; the name of the one was Orpah and the name of 
the other Ruth. When they had lived there about ten years, both 
Mahlon and Chilion also died, so that the woman was left without 
her two sons and her husband.  

 Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law from the 
country of Moab, for she had heard in the country of Moab that 
the Lord had considered his people and given them food. So she 
set out from the place where she had been living, she and her two 
daughters-in-law, and they went on their way to go back to the 
land of Judah. But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go 
back each of you to your mother’s house. May the Lord deal kindly 
with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me. The Lord 
grant that you may find security, each of you in the house of your 
husband.” Then she kissed them, and they wept aloud. They said 
to her, “No, we will return with you to your people.” But Naomi 
said, “Turn back, my daughters, why will you go with me? Do I still 
have sons in my womb that they may become your husbands? 
Turn back, my daughters, go your way, for I am too old to have a 
husband. Even if I thought there was hope for me, even if I should 
have a husband tonight and bear sons, would you then wait until 
they were grown? Would you then refrain from marrying? No, my 
daughters, it has been far more bitter for me than for you, because 
the hand of the Lord has turned against me.” Then they wept 
aloud again. Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to 
her.  

 So she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her 
people and to her gods; return after your sister-in-law.” But Ruth 
said, “Do not press me to leave you or to turn back from following 
you! Where you go, I will go; where you lodge, I will lodge; your 
people shall be my people, and your God my God. Where you die, I 
will die—there will I be buried. May the Lord  do thus and so to 
me, and more as well, if even death parts me from you!” When 
Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no 
more to her.       [Ruth 1:1-18] 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 127 

     Sung by the choir to an Anglican chant by R. H. Stanley 

1     Unless the Lord builds the house, * 
       their labor is in vain who build it. 

2     Unless the Lord watches over the city, * 
       in vain the watchman keeps his vigil. 

3     It is in vain that you rise so early and go to bed so late; * 
       vain, too, to eat the bread of toil, 
       for he gives to his beloved sleep. 

4     Children are a heritage from the Lord, * 
       and the fruit of the womb is a gift. 

5     Like arrows in the hand of a warrior * 
       are the children of one’s youth. 

6     Happy is the man who has his quiver full of them! * 
       he shall not be put to shame 
       when he contends with his enemies in the gate. 

A Reading from the Book of Ruth 

Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, “My daughter, I need to 
seek some security for you, so that it may be well with you. Now 
here is our kinsman Boaz, with whose young women you have 
been working. See, he is winnowing barley tonight at the threshing 
floor. Now wash and anoint yourself, and put on your best clothes 
and go down to the threshing floor; but do not make yourself 
known to the man until he has finished eating and drinking. When 
he lies down, observe the place where he lies; then, go and 
uncover his feet and lie down; and he will tell you what to do.” She 
said to her, “All that you tell me I will do.” 

 So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. When they came 
together, the Lord made her conceive, and she bore a son. Then 
the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the Lord, who has not left 
you this day without next-of-kin; and may his name be renowned 
in Israel! He shall be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of 
your old age; for your daughter-in-law who loves you, who is more 
to you than seven sons, has borne him.”  

Then Naomi took the child and laid him in her bosom, and 
became his nurse. The women of the neighborhood gave him a 
name, saying, “A son has been born to Naomi.” They named him 
Obed; he became the father of Jesse, the father of David. 

[Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17] 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Rejoice! rejoice, believers (Stand) ........................ Hymn 68 

The Gospel 

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten 
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 
Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish 
took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took 
flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all 
of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a 
shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 



Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The 
foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps 
are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough 
for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some 
for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom 
came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding 
banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids 
came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I 
tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know 
neither the day nor the hour.”     [Matthew 25:1-13] 

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Children’s Chapel   

Pre-K through 3rd grade children gather at the front steps of the chancel  
for a prayer before processing to Children’s Chapel 

The Sermon 

A brief period of silence follows the sermon. 

The Nicene Creed (Stand) ........................................... BCP 358 

The Prayers of the People (Kneel) ........................... BCP 388 

The Confession & Absolution ................................ BCP 360 

The Peace.................................................................... BCP 360 

Announcements 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Offertory ................................................... God of the women 
Slane, Irish ballad melody 

If you are worshipping with us in person, we encourage you to place  
your gift in the offering plates as they are passed in the pews. For 
instructions on online and text giving, see the back panel of this bulletin. 

Presentation of Gifts (Sung by all, standing) 

For each perfect gift of thine 
to the world so freely given, 

faith and hope and love divine, 
peace on earth and joy in heaven. 
Christ our God, to thee we raise 
this our hymn of grateful praise. 

Eucharistic Prayer A ................................................ BCP 361 

The Sanctus .................................................... Hymn S 125 

The Lord’s Prayer ............................................... BCP 364  

The Fraction Anthem .............................. Hymn 325, v. 1 

Communion  

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Communion at St. John’s. 
Approach the altar in a double line in the center aisle. Stand or kneel at 
the rail and receive the bread in your hand. You may sip the wine 
directly from the common cup, or you may allow the Eucharistic 
Minister to dip the bread in the cup and return it to you. If you do not 
wish to receive the bread or wine for any reason, fold your arms across 
your chest, and the priest will give you a blessing instead. 

If you would like to receive Communion but are unable to walk to the 
rail, tell a greeter, and a minister will be happy to bring Communion to 
you at your pew. 

Communion Hymns ........................ 325, v. 2-3, 324, 53, 61 

The Postcommunion Prayer (Kneel) ....................... BCP 365 

Sending of Eucharistic Visitors 

If Eucharistic Visitors are sent forth to take Communion to the sick or 
homebound, the following is said. 

Celebrant N., we send you forth in the Name of this 
Congregation, to N. bearing these holy gifts, that 
those to whom you go may share with us in the 
communion of Christ’s body and blood. 

People We who are many are one body, because we all 
share one bread, one cup. 

The Blessing 

Guide me, O thou great Jehovah (Stand) ........... Hymn 690 

The Dismissal ............................................................ BCP 366 

Voluntary........... To God alone on high be glory, BWV 715 
J. S. Bach 

Tower Bells 

 

 
Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God 

by Helen Haines in thanksgiving for Scott Haines on his birthday. 

 
 
 
 

 

Welcome! 

About Today’s Readings 

Your Gift Makes a Difference 

Childcare 

Hearing System 

Weekly Services 

Parish Prayer List 


