
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25th Sunday after Pentecost 
10 a.m. 19 November 2023 

 
 

We invite you to prepare for the service in quiet meditation and prayer. 
Hymns are found in the blue Hymnal 1982. 

“BCP” refers to pages in the red Book of Common Prayer. 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 

Tower Bells  

Voluntary ............................... When in the hour, BWV 668a 
J. S. Bach 

Not here for high and holy things (Stand)............ Hymn 9 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The Celebrant continues 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Song of Praise .................................................... Hymn S 236 

The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

 
The Celebrant continues 

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for 
our learning: Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and 
inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast 
the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us 
in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

A Reading from the First Book of Samuel 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The 
word of the Lord was rare in those days; visions were not widespread.  

 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he 
could not see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not 
yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, 
where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” 
and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you 
called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went 
and lay down. The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and 
went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I 
did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now Samuel did not yet know 
the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 
The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went 
to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived 
that the Lord was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, 
lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your 
servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.  

 Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! 
Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 

 As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his 
words fall to the ground. And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew 
that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the Lord. 

   [1 Samuel 3:1-10, 20] 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 16:5-11   

     Sung by the choir to an Anglican chant by Edward C. Bairstow 

5      O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; * 
         it is you who uphold my lot. 

6      My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; * 
         indeed, I have a goodly heritage. 

7      I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; * 
        my heart teaches me, night after night. 

8      I have set the Lord always before me; * 
        because he is at my right hand I shall not fall. 

9      My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; * 
         my body also shall rest in hope. 

10     For you will not abandon me to the grave, * 
         nor let your holy one see the Pit. 

11     You will show me the path of life; * 
         in your presence there is fullness of joy, 
         and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.  

A Reading from the First Book of Samuel 

All the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at 
Ramah, and said to him, “You are old and your sons do not follow in 
your ways; appoint for us, then, a king to govern us, like other 
nations.” But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a 
king to govern us.” Samuel prayed to the Lord, and the Lord said to 

Samuel, “Listen to the voice of the people in all that they say to you; 
for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from being 
king over them. Just as they have done to me, from the day I brought 
them up out of Egypt to this day, forsaking me and serving other 
gods, so also they are doing to you. Now then, listen to their voice; 
only—you shall solemnly warn them, and show them the ways of the 
king who shall reign over them.”  

So Samuel reported all the words of the Lord to the people who 
were asking him for a king. He said, “These will be the ways of the 
king who will reign over you: he will take your sons and appoint them 
to his chariots and to be his horsemen, and to run before his chariots. 
He will take your male and female slaves, and the best of your cattle 
and donkeys, and put them to his work. He will take one-tenth of 
your flocks, and you shall be his slaves. And in that day you will cry 
out because of your king, whom you have chosen for yourselves; but 
the Lord will not answer you in that day.”  

But the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel; they said, 
“No! but we are determined to have a king over us, so that we also 
may be like other nations, and that our king may govern us and go 
out before us and fight our battles.”     [1 Samuel 8:4-11, 16-20] 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Rise up, ye saints of God (Stand) .......................... Hymn 551 

The Gospel 

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves 
and entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to 
another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he 
went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at 
once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same 
way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But 
the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in 
the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master 
of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one 
who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more 
talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I 
have made five more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, 
good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few 
things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of 
your master.’ And the one with the two talents also came forward, 
saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made 
two more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and 
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will 
put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 
Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, 
saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where 
you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I 
was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you 
have what is yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy 
slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather 



where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money 
with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was 
my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the 
one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be 
given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have 
nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this 
worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’”       [Matthew 25:14-30] 

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Children’s Chapel   

Pre-K through 3rd grade children gather at the front steps of the chancel  
for a prayer before processing to Children’s Chapel 

The Sermon 

A brief period of silence follows the sermon. 

The Nicene Creed (Stand) ........................................... BCP 358 

The Prayers of the People (Kneel) ........................... BCP 388 

The Confession & Absolution ................................ BCP 360 

The Blessing of the Linens 

Members of the congregation present the linens with these words 

We present to you these linens to be set apart for the service of 
Christ’s holy Church. 

Celebrant     All things come from you, O Lord; 
People         And from your own gifts do we give to you. 
Celebrant     Prosper the work of our hands; 
People          Prosper our handiwork. 
Celebrant     Show your servants your works; 
People          And your splendor to their children. 

The Celebrant continues 

Almighty God, we thank you that you have put it into the hearts of 
your people to make offerings for your service, and have been 
pleased to accept their gifts. Be with us now and bless us as we set 
apart these altar linens to your praise and glory; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Antiphon 

This is the offering which you shall receive from the people: gold, 
silver, and bronze, blue and purple and scarlet cloth, and finely 
woven linen.    [Exodus 25:3-4] 

Celebrant     O Lord my God, how excellent is your greatness: 
People          You are clothed with majesty and splendor. 

Celebrant    Let us pray.    (Silence) 

O glorious God, all your works proclaim your perfect beauty: 
Accept our offering of these altar linens, and grant that they may 
adorn this sanctuary and show forth your glory; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Peace .................................................................... BCP 360 

Announcements 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Offertory ...................................................................... The call 
Gail Randall 

If you are worshipping with us in person, we encourage you to place  
your gift in the offering plates as they are passed in the pews. For 
instructions on online and text giving, see the back panel of this bulletin. 

Presentation of Gifts  (Sung by all, standing) 

For each perfect gift of thine to the world so freely given, 
faith and hope and love divine, peace on earth and joy in 

heaven. Christ our God, to thee we raise 
this our hymn of grateful praise. 

Eucharistic Prayer A ................................................. BCP 361 

The Sanctus .................................................... Hymn S 125 

The Lord’s Prayer ............................................... BCP 364  

The Fraction Anthem .............................. Hymn 325, v. 1 

Communion  

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Communion at St. John’s. 
Approach the altar in a double line in the center aisle. Stand or kneel at 
the rail and receive the bread in your hand. You may sip the wine 
directly from the common cup, or you may allow the Eucharistic 
Minister to dip the bread in the cup and return it to you. If you do not 
wish to receive the bread or wine for any reason, fold your arms across 
your chest, and the priest will give you a blessing instead. 

If you would like to receive Communion but are unable to walk to the 
rail, tell a greeter, and a minister will be happy to bring Communion to 
you at your pew. 

Communion Hymns .................... 325, v. 2-3, 312, 574, 333 

The Postcommunion Prayer (Kneel) ....................... BCP 365 

Sending of Eucharistic Visitors 

People We who are many are one body, because we all share 
one bread, one cup. 

The Blessing 

O God, our help in ages past (Stand) .................. Hymn 680 

The Dismissal ............................................................ BCP 366 

Voluntary.................................. Fugue in A minor, BWV 543 
J. S. Bach 

Welcome! 

About Today’s Readings 

Your Gift Makes a Difference 

Childcare 

Hearing System 

Weekly Services 

Parish Prayer List 


