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The Liturgy of the Word 

Tower Bells 

Voluntary .....................................................................................Allegro (Concerto in A minor) 
Antonio Vivaldi 

Chorus (Judas Maccabaeus) 
George Frideric Handel 

Heartwood Suzuki String Academy 

The Procession (Please stand) 
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The Opening Acclamation 

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Celebrant  There is one Body and one Spirit; 

People There is one hope in God’s call to us; 

Celebrant One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 

People One God and Father of all. 

 

The Collect of the Day 

The Celebrant says to the people 

 The Lord be with you.  

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, that 

we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your will; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

A Reading from the book of First Kings 

At Horeb, the mount of God, Elijah came to a cave, and spent the night there. Then the 

word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have 

been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, 

thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are 

seeking my life, to take it away.” 

He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass 

by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks 
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in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, 

but the Lord was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in 

the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in 

his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him 

that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous for the 

Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your 

altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to 

take it away.” Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of 

Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. Also you shall anoint 

Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-

meholah as prophet in your place. Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; 

and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. Yet I will leave seven thousand 

in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”   

[1 Kings 19:9-18] 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 85:8-13  Prayed responsively by half verse. 

8 I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, * 
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 
and to those who turn their hearts to him. 

9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, * 
that his glory may dwell in our land. 

10 Mercy and truth have met together; * 
righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, * 
and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

12 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, * 
and our land will yield its increase. 

13 Righteousness shall go before him, * 
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. 

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans 

Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who 

does these things will live by them.” But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not 

say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) “or ‘Who will 

descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? “The 

word is near you, on your lips and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 

because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
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raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For one believes with the heart and so is justified, 

and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. The scripture says, “No one who believes in 

him will be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is 

Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the 

Lord shall be saved.” 

But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 

believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to 

proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How 

beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”      [Romans 10:5-15] 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Sequence Hymn  (Stand) 
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The Gospel 

Then, all standing, the Deacon reads the Gospel, first saying 

 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he 

dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by 

himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by 

the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. And early in the morning he 

came walking toward them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they 

were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to 

them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 

Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said, 

“Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. But 

when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, 

“Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You 

of little faith, why did you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in 

the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”      [Matthew 14:22-33] 

 
 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Sermon ................................................................................................... The Rev. Lonnie Lacy 

Rector of St. John’s 
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Holy Baptism  

Baptismal Procession  (Stand) 

 

 

The Presentation of Candidates 

When all are in place, the Celebrant says 

The Candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 
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Infants and Younger Children 

Then the candidates unable to answer for themselves are presented individually, as follows  

Parents and Godparents 

I present N. to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 
 

Celebrant 

Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian 
faith and life? 

 
Parents and Godparents 

I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant 

Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of Christ? 

Parents and Godparents 

I will, with God’s help. 

Then the Celebrant asks the following questions of the candidates who can speak for themselves, and of the 

parents and godparents who speak on behalf of the infants and younger children. 

Question Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces  

of wickedness that rebel against God? 

Answer  I renounce them. 

Question  Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which  

corrupt and destroy the creatures of God?  

Answer  I renounce them. 

Question  Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 

Answer  I renounce them. 

Question  Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 

Answer  I do. 

Question  Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?  

Answer  I do. 

Question  Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 

Answer  I do. 
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The Celebrant addresses the congregation, saying 

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons  

in their life in Christ? 

People  We will. 

The Celebrant continues, saying 

Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own 

baptismal covenant. 

The Baptismal Covenant 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 

People  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  

People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again.  

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  

People  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. 

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,  

in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 
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Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin,  

repent and return to the Lord? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect  

the dignity of every human being? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 

Prayers for the Candidates 

The Celebrant then says to the congregation 

Let us now pray for these persons, who are to receive the Sacrament of new birth. 

A Person appointed leads the following petitions 

Leader Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Open their hearts to your grace and truth.  

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit.  

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit.  

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Send them into the world in witness to your love.  

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory.  

People Lord, hear our prayer. 
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The Celebrant says 

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in 

the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns 

now and for ever. Amen.  

Thanksgiving over the Water 

The Celebrant blesses the water, first saying 

 The Lord be with you.  

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the 

beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in 

Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was 

anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and 

resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.  

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. 

By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in 

joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, 

baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are 

cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our 

Savior. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Baptisms 

Each candidate is presented to the Celebrant, who then immerses, or pours water upon, the candidate, saying 

N., I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Then the Celebrant places a hand on the person’s head, marking on the forehead the sign of the cross using 

Chrism and saying 

N., you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever. Amen.  

When this action has been completed, the Celebrant prays over the newly baptized, saying 

Let us pray. 
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Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon 

these your servants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of grace. 

Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them an inquiring and discerning heart, the 

courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and 

wonder in all your works. Amen. 

Baptismal Hymn 

 

 

The Welcome 

Celebrant 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
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Celebrant and People 

We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his 

resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood. 

The Peace 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

 

The Blessing of the Backpacks 

Announcements 

Offertory  

Your gift in support of St. John’s makes all the difference. Give via the offering plate; or text 

STJOHNS to 73256; or scan this code with your phone to give online. You can also mail your 

gift to St. John’s Episcopal Church, Attn: Finance Office, 211 N. Monroe St., Tallahassee, FL 

32301. Every gift, large or small, sustains the church you love. 

Anthem 

How can I keep from singing ........................................................... arr. Sarah Quartel 

My life flows on in endless song above earth's lamentation, 
I hear the real, though far off tune that hails a new creation. 

Through all the tumult and the strife I hear it’s music ringing. 
It sounds an echo in my soul, how can I keep from singing? 

While though the tempest loudly roars, I hear the truth, it liveth. 
And though the darkness ‘round me close, songs in the night it giveth. 
No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that rock I'm clinging. 
Since love is lord of heav'n and earth, how can I keep from singing? 

I lift my eyes, the cloud grows thin; I see the blue above it, 
And day by day this pathway smooths, since first I learned to love it. 
The peace of love makes fresh my heart, a fountain ever springing; 
All things are mine in love and joy, how can I keep from singing? 

Text: Anonymous 

Presentation of the Gifts 

All stand as they are able. 
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The Holy Communion 

  The Lord be with you. 

  People And also with you. 

  Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

  People We lift them to the Lord. 

  Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  People It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
 

The Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Because in Jesus Christ our Lord you have received us as your sons and daughters, made us 

citizens of your kingdom, and given us the Holy Spirit to guide us into all truth. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had 

fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, 

your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to 

reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.  

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 

perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or lay a hand upon it; and at the 

words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be 

consecrated.  

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 

and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 

holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last 

day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

AMEN. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy Name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

 for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

Fraction Anthem 

 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 

and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

Communion Music .............................................................................. Ciaconna Op. 2, No. 12 
Archangelo Corelli  

Simple Gifts 
arr. Cindy Blevins 

Kingsfold 
arr. P. R. Fredrick 
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Communion Hymns ........................................................................................... 608, 414, 709 

The Communion of the People 

Communion is central to our worship at St. John’s. All baptized Christians—
regardless of age or denominational affiliation—are welcome to receive. 

 ❶ Wait for guidance from the ushers. 
 At the appropriate time, an usher will invite the people in your pew 
        to rise and follow the line to the Communion rail or station.   
 Those with limited mobility may request that Communion be  
 brought directly to their pew. 

 ❷ Kneel or stand. 
 Most people kneel at the rail to receive Communion, but  
 standing is also appropriate, especially if kneeling is difficult. 

  ❸ Receive the Bread. 
 As the minister approaches with the Bread, extend your  
 hands with palms open and facing up. You may consume  
 the Bread immediately or wait to have it dipped in the Wine. 

 ❹ Receive the Wine. 
 The Wine is served in a large chalice as a sign of unity.  
 Assist the lay minister by guiding the chalice to your lips,  
 holding it by the base, and take a small sip. If you prefer  
 not drink directly from the chalice, you may offer  
 your Bread to the lay minister and allow him or her 
        to dip it in the Wine and hand it back to you to consume. 

 ❺ Return to your pew. 
 Return to your pew, kneel if you like, sing with the congregation, or 
 offer your silent prayers to God. 

If you are unbaptized or would prefer not to receive the Bread or Wine for any 
reason, cross your arms over your chest at the rail. This signifies to the priest that 
you wish to receive a blessing instead. 

The Postcommunion Prayer (Kneel) 

After Communion, the people kneel, and the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father,  

you have graciously accepted us as living members  

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,  

and you have fed us with spiritual food  

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  

Send us now into the world in peace,  
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and grant us strength and courage  

to love and serve you  

with gladness and singleness of heart;  

through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

The Blessing 

The Celebrant blesses the people. 

The Procession (Please stand) 
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The Dismissal 

The Deacon dismisses the people with these words 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God.  

Voluntary ..................................................................................... Fugue in G Major, BWV 577 
J. S. Bach      

 

 

 

 

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God 
by Helen Haines in thanksgiving for her nephew, 

Bill Bazzel, Jr., on his birthday; 
and as a tribute to Terry Nelson, Sr., by his family. 
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