
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

20th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:00 & 11:15 a.m. 11 October 2026 

 
We invite you to prepare for the service in quiet meditation and prayer. 

Hymns are found in the blue Hymnal 1982. 
“BCP” refers to pages in the red Book of Common Prayer. 

THE WORD OF GOD 

Tower Bells  

Voluntary ....................................... Prelude on St. Columba 
Healey Willan 

Rejoice, ye pure in heart (Stand) .............. Hymn 556, vv. 1-5 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Celebrant continues 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Song of Praise .................................................... Hymn S 236 

The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

The Celebrant continues 

Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and 
follow us, that we may continually be given to good works; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Children’s Chapel  (9:00 a.m. only) 

Pre-K through 3rd grade children gather at the front steps of the chancel 
for a blessing before processing to Children’s Chapel. 

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah 

      O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your 
name; for you have done wonderful things, plans formed of old, 
faithful and sure. For you have made the city a heap, the 
fortified city a ruin; the palace of aliens is a city no more, it will 
never be rebuilt. Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities 
of ruthless nations will fear you. For you have been a refuge to 
the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter from 
the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. When the blast of the 
ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, the noise of aliens like heat 
in a dry place, you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; 
the song of the ruthless was stilled. On this mountain the Lord 
of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of 
well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged 
wines strained clear. And he will destroy on this mountain the 
shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over 
all nations; he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord God 
will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his 
people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has 
spoken. It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have 
waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the Lord for 
whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

  [Isaiah 25:1-9] 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 23  Sung by the choir to an Anglican chant by C. Hylton Stewart 

1 The Lord is my shepherd; * 
therefore can I lack nothing. 

2 He shall feed me in a green pasture * 
and lead me forth beside the waters of comfort. 

3 He shall convert my soul * 
and bring me forth in the paths of righteousness 
for his Name's sake. 

4  Yea though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil; * 
for thou art with me; 
thy rod and thy staff comfort me. 

5 Thou shalt prepare a table before me  
against them that trouble me; * 
thou hast anointed my head with oil, 
and my cup shall be full. 

6 But thy loving kindness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life, * 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

A Reading from Letter of Paul to the Philippians 

  My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy 
and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 

I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in 
the Lord. Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help 
these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of 
the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-
workers, whose names are in the book of life. 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your 
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not 
worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus. 

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, 
whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if 
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 
Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received 
and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with 
you.        [Philippians 4:1-9] 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

The King of love my shepherd is (Stand) ........... Hymn 645  

The Gospel 

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Once more Jesus spoke to the people in parables, saying: 
“The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a 
wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who 
had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not 
come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have 
been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my 
fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come 
to the wedding banquet.’ But they made light of it and went 
away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest 
seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. The king 
was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, 
and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is 
ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the 
main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding 
banquet.’ Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all 
whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was 
filled with guests. 

“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a 
man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to 
him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ 
And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, 
‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, 



where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many 
are called, but few are chosen.”      [Matthew 22:1-14] 

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon 

A brief period of silence follows the sermon. 

The Nicene Creed (Stand) ........................................... BCP 358 

The Prayers of the People (Kneel) 

At the end of each petition 

Leader Remember us with favor, O Lord; 
People          visit us with your saving help. 

The Collect for the Diocese 

The Confession & Absolution ................................ BCP 360 

The Peace.................................................................... BCP 360 

Announcements 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Offertory ................................................. Brother James' Air 
arr. Malcolm Archer 

If you are worshipping with us in person, we encourage you to place  
your gift in the offering plates as they are passed in the pews. For 
instructions on online and text giving, see the back panel of this bulletin. 

Presentation of Gifts (Stand) ......................... Hymn 432, v.4 

 O praise ye the Lord! Thanksgiving and song 
 to him be outpoured all ages along! 
 For love in creation, for heaven restored, 
 for grace of salvation, O praise ye the Lord! 
 
Eucharistic Prayer A ................................................ BCP 361 

The Sanctus (Sung by all) ................................. Hymn S 125 

The Lord’s Prayer ............................................... BCP 364 

Fraction (Sung by all) .................................................. Hymn S 154 

Communion  

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Communion. Approach 
the altar in a double line via the center aisle. Stand or kneel at the rail 
and receive the Bread in your hand. You may sip from the common cup 
or allow the minister to dip the Bread in the Wine for you. If you prefer a 
blessing, fold your arms across your chest. If coming forward is difficult, 
tell an usher and a minister will bring Communion to your pew. 

Intercessory prayer is available during Communion at the rear of the 
nave near the baptismal font; trained ministers offer brief, confidential 
prayer and anointing for comfort, healing, or strength. 

Communion Motet ........................... O sacrum convivium 
Kevin Allen 

Communion Hymns ......................................... 321, 300, 317 

The Postcommunion Prayer (Kneel) ....................... BCP 365 

Sending of Eucharistic Visitors 

If Eucharistic Visitors are sent forth to take Communion to the sick or 
homebound, the following is said. 

Celebrant N., we send you forth in the Name of this Congregation, 
to N. bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you 
go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s 
body and blood. 

People We who are many are one body, because we all share 
one bread, one cup. 

The Blessing 

Alleluia! sing to Jesus (Stand) .............................. Hymn 460 

The Dismissal ............................................................ BCP 366 

Voluntary ................ Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness 
Johannes Brahms 

Tower Bells 

 
Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God 

by Cheryle Dodd in celebration of 
Claire Catherine Dodd on her birthday; 

and by Helen Haines in memory of Garnet Ogle Haines Samuell. 
 

Welcome! 

Since 1829, St. John’s Episcopal Church has sought to love Christ and our 
neighbors in Tallahassee and the world. Whether you are a lifelong Christian 
or it is your first time entering a church, welcome. We are glad you are here.  

Your Gift Makes a Difference 

St. John’s runs primarily on the generosity of its members. Give 
today via the offering plate; or text STJOHNS to 73256; or scan 
this code with your phone to give online. You can also mail your 
gift to St. John’s Episcopal Church, Attn: Finance Office, 211  N. 
Monroe St., Tallahassee, FL 32301. Every gift, large or small, 
sustains the church you love.  
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